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PREACHING TWO 


Fenelon was one of the most eminent 
saints of his day. Lord Peterborough was 
compelled to be a roommate with Fenelon one 
night at a hotel and we read that the former 
“Sn the morning rushed away saying, ‘If I stay 
another night with that man I shall be a Chris- 
tian in spite of myself.’ ’’ Someone else said of 
him, ‘‘his manners were full of grace, his voice 
full of love, and his face full of glory.’’ We are 
ot told what words Fenelon spoke to his com- 
anion that night. Whatever they were we 
may be sure that they carried a noble message. 
ut the most powerful message which Fenelon 
ave his companion, and which almost con- 
uered him, was the Christ-Spirit which the 
an saw shining in the face and personality of 
enelon. 
It is enough to send everyone of us preach- 
rs down into the dust, in awe and trembling, 
as we realize that, as we are standing in the 
ulpit. preaching, a far more compelling mes- 
age is going forth from the kind of being our 
isteners see in us and know us to be. Emerson 
aid, “I have read that those who listened to 
ord Chatham felt that there was something 
ner in the man than anything which he said.” 
hat “something” is the message. This fact is 
nough to appal the most stout-hearted Chris- 
ian speaker, and we wonder what theological 
eminaries are telling their young preachers 
hat what they are is going to preach more 
owerfully than the mere words that go from 
heir lips. 
Are our seminaries showing our young 
oreachers how they can have built within them 
ich, Christ-like characters? Go ahead, dig into 
your commentaries and Bible dictionaries and 
lso into your texts, and work up your analyti- 
al outlines. Fashion your exordiums and your 
perorations. But what about that other mes- 
age that. the congregation is apt to attend to 
ven more absorbingly than to your words— 


L= PETERBOROUGH was a skeptic and 
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SERMONS AT THE 


SAME TIME 


ELDRIDGE B. HATCHER 


the message of your own Spirit-filled, or non- 
Spivit-filled, self. Suppose one message con- 
tradicts the other, or that one fails to reinforce 
the other! 


“What we need is men and women who will 
show us how to live,” said Kagawa, during his 
visit in this country. He was talking about the 
need of Japan. And then he added, “preaching 
is important, but not everything... I know the 
radiant character of some of these Christians 
(in Japan) and they are angels.” 

Dr. Frank H. Leavett, in writing about Dr. 
Stanley Jones said, “I looked into the face of 
Stanley Jones and saw there an expression of 
spiritual listening which could only have been 
the result of long hours of prayer. One felt 
that he was continually getting the words of 
God and was dominated by Him.”’ Happy that 
audience who have the privilege week by week 
of seeing Christianity shining in the human 
personality there in their pulpit. 

Every preacher faces the question, “How 
can my character and life speak most power- 
fully?” <A specific spiritual equipment seems 
to be demanded. Christ demanded it of the 
twelve Apostles and forbade them to go one 
step until they were thus spiritually equipped 
by the infilling of the Holy Spirit. They re- 
ceived this spiritual ‘“‘enduement’’ and then 
went forth and “turned the world upside 
down.” When Peter and John spoke before 
the Jewish Council, it was not the truth they 
uttered that startled the Judges, but it was 
their ‘‘boldness’”’ which indicated to their lis- 
teners that “they had been with Jesus.” Their 
spirit-filled personality was speaking while 
their words were also carrying a message. 

Isaiah was prepared for his great work by 
catching sight of God’s holiness and glory and, 
as a result, being flung into the dust crying, 
“Woeis me. Iam undone and unclean.” Then, 
then, and only then he was forgiven and 
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cleansed and given the call, “Whom shall I 
send” and was able to answer, “Here am I, 
send me.” 

Job received his double blessing when he, 
too, went down into self-despairing penitence, 
down to his ‘‘extremity,’’ where was God’s op- 
portunity for him, as he exclaimed, “I abhor 
myself and repent in dust and ashes;” and Paul 
seems to indicate that he lived continuously 


down in that low extremity level. He said, “ 
die daily.” He made his absolute surrende1 
fresh every day and with a broken and contrite 
heart he yielded at every step to the indwelling 
Spirit and thereby was enabled to say, “I live: 
yet not, but Christ-liveth in me.” Ah, he was 
equipped for delivering that powerful message 
which a Spirit-filled personality can alway: 
deliver. 


GENERAL READING FOR MINISTERS 


C. A. MUTCH 


must be in possession of it himself. No 
real, vital truth can come out of a mental 
vacuum. Knowledge bears the same relation 
to the minister and his work that capital does 
to any business enterprise. In either case, if 
the capital is inadequate failure is inevitable. 
It is not enough that a minister shall have 
gathered a fund of knowledge and his mind 
trained to use it properly before he takes up 
the active work of the ministry, but he must 


B mse one can impart knowledge he 


add to that sum daily, if he would not suffer - 


intellectual bankruptcy. If the minister would 
command and hold the respect of his parishion- 
ers he must not only keep in advance of them 
spiritually, but intellectually as well. We have 
no authority for believing that God will impart 
knowledge necessary to the minister, who 
makes no effort to acquire it himself. The road 
to success in the ministry as in every other 
calling, is difficult, and the end can be reached 
only by dint of painstaking effort plus the 
grace of God. The necessity is upon him that 
he be a hard student always and an intelligent 
observer of those things that shall minister to 
his efficiency as a servant of God. 


One should read not only to discover what 
others have said concerning those matters that 
are of interest to us, or to confirm our own 
opinion, but to develop our own minds, to give 
us a clearer conception of the truths with 
which we have to deal, to enable us to discover 
the golden nuggets that have hitherto escaped 
us, to help us to discriminate between what is 
true and what is false, to dig deeper into the 
mine of inexhaustible truth, and then make 
that which we have discovered pass through the 
alembic of our own minds—it is then we can 
speak with authority. 


The preacher should bear in mind that the 
truths which are being taught are old, and in 
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every congregation there are those who hay? 
heard the same truths we teach today, fo 
forty or more years. These truths need to b: 
cast into new forms and made to apply t 
present conditions. It is difficult to preach t 
our congregations on the themes so essential t 
right living with interest and edification, an: 
with which they are familiar. If, however, wi 
are able to preach these old Gospel truths in a7 
original way, clothing them in new forms, the 
come to us and to our hearers with a fore 
which accompanies the truths we hear for th 
first time. It is then that we speak with authon 
ity. There are few things so helpful to origina) 
ity as good books judiciously selected and theii 
contents properly assimilated. 


Earnest study and careful reading kee 
down self-conceit, since it enables one to se 
how little he knows of the vast realms of trut 
that lie beyond him, and also that good boo 
are great aids in developing originality in e» 
pressing the few truths with which one is rele 
tively familiar. 


One should have the ability to make t 
truth clear and simple. We never tire readin 
the sermons of great preachers; they are 
lucid and intelligible, one of the chief char 
is in their simplicity; one is never in doubt as t# 
what they mean. The most profound though} 
can be expressed in simple language and is one| 
of the marks of the truly educated man. It * 
said that Bourdaloue, the great French preach 
er, was the most learned man France had ev 
produced, yet when he preached in the villa 
churches the people were astonished at his sint| 
plicity. The simplicity of our Lord’s teachint 
is marvelous; though He dealt with the mos 
profound subjects that can possibly enga 
the mind of man. Most of His epoch makin 
truths are stated in monosyllables. | 
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Reading, it is said, makes a full man. Of all 
men the preacher must keep himself full to the 
brim with the truth so vital to himself and to 
those to whom he ministers. Someone has said 
that a modern university is a collection of good 
books. If that is true then none need complain 
of the lack of material, books are cheap and 
libraries are numerous and open to all. The 
preacher must not only grasp the truth and 
hold it firmly, but he must be able to see 
through it from every angle and by the me- 
dium of the spoken language convey his mental 
vision of it to the understanding of his hearers 


ting like a ball of fire as my friend and I, 
a former purser, walked down the high- 
Sud- 


L was a glorious evening, the sun was set- 


way, breathing deeply the evening air. 
denly he burst into song: 


“At even’ e’er the sun was set, 

The sick, O Lord, around Thee lay, 
Oh with what divers pains they met, 
Oh with what joy they went away. 


Thy touch has still its ancient power 
No word from Thee can fruitless fall,” 


At which point my mind ran away from the 
ymn in interrogations. 

“Thy touch has still its ancient power.” Is 
t as potent in this century as in the first cen- 
ury? 

“No word from thee can fruitless fall.” 
oes the word still possess germinating power? 
Perhaps these questions came to my mind 
ecause I had just returned from a state con- 
erence of ministers. It was a bewildered 
oup. Some wondered why lives in their 
harges were not changed by their sermons 
nd church programs. One minister said, “As 
group we have boasted about our liberal the- 
logy, but it has petered out. We don’t seem 
so have any certainty in our message. We have 
ad our day. The fundamentalist, whose the- 
logy we abhor, seems to have things happen 
—men and women get converted. 

Another said, ‘‘We must carry on a program 
of religious education, beginning as early and 
ith the same strictness as Lutherans and 
Aatholics:” Another said, ‘‘We need a new 
‘echnique in handling our adults. The chil- 
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so that they may see what he sees and as he sees 
it. To do that requires no little learning. 

In extreme old age Michelangelo braved 
the cold and snow of winter to study afresh the 
line of the Coliseum at Rome. When expostu- 
lated with replied: “Still Learning.” That 
should be the motto of every preacher. If the 
minister of the Gospel keeps his mind vigorous, 
other things being equal, by a systematic 
course of study and reading there is little fear 
that he will be unduly criticised at forty, 
ostrasized at fifty, and oslerized at sixty.— 
From “The Religious Telescope,” July 3, 1987. 


ae OUSrs list VV. ORD 


HERBERT MARSH 


dren aren’t to blame, the adults are at fault. 
We ought to get a worthwhile book of devo- 
tions and place it by the side of the Bible like 
the Christian Scientists have placed ‘Science 
and Health.’ To my mind the old revivals have 
gone forever, and I believe this method will 
save our churches.”’ 

These statements show their bewilderment, 
and the statement from the year book shows 
very little increase in church membership due 
to conversions or accessions. What is the 
matter? 

First, let us start with the preacher. Very 
well do I remember my examiner writing his 
criticism of a sermon on the back thereof. This 
is what he wrote: “The sermon has a good in- 
troduction; its parts are well-balanced; its con- 
clusion is fine. But may I remind you that 
preaching is not so much presenting a truth as 
it is persuading a person.” 

Nearly every minister in the state confer- 
ence which I visited was guilty of that very 
thing. He read his sermon. It was finely writ- 
ten; but it was just presenting truth, there was 
no persuasion in the message. We have noth- 
ing against the expression of the Christian 
message in beautiful language. Dr. Lynn 
Harold Hough told his students to express their 
theology in the language of literature. No one 
wants to put down a good book. 

When Samuel Chadwick became the pastor 
of the large Wesleyan Methodist Church in 
Leeds, England, he got sick of preaching and 
having no conversions. One evening he burned 
up all his sermons; and they were fine ser- 
mons, and decided that he would not merely 
be a good preacher but a soul-winning preach- 
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er. He learned the difference between Christ- 
mas tree sermons, with all their tinsel and dec- 
orations, and apple tree sermons, which gave 
fruit. 

The trouble is the preacher has preached his 
fine sermons with the idea of having people 
say what a fine sermon it was, and he has 
lacked the expectancy of anybody giving them- 
selves to God, either while or just after his 
preaching. 

Second, the people. When some famous 
evangelist used to come to the city; or a well- 
known conference evangelist came to the 
town, these services were not only well-adver- 
tised; the music rounded into shape, but they 
were preceded by much prayer, plus this other 
thing. Everybody expected something to hap- 
pen, preacher and people. But someone will 
say, as said the minister who suggested a book 
similar to Mary Eddy’s ‘‘Health and Science,” 
that these old methods won’t do. Maybe so, but 


Os, MEANS (Olr PNCIGRESS 


fe, Wah iwesiials 


Our church at Cedar Vale, Kansas, this year is observing its 65th Anniversary and as part o 
the plan we wanted a pageant which would serve to picture the things that had gone into the buala 
ing of this church through the years. I could find nothing and sat down and wrote one to fit, ani 
folks liked it so well that I am thinking probably The Expositor family might want it for use o* 


sunilar occasions. 


I have been receiving The Expositor for about twenty years, I think. Have had to drop a num 
ber of other papers but still hang on to The Expositor and I hope I can still be able to take tt. Ii 
we can get a crop this year it will begin to lift us out of debt and poverty. 


iP ESoPiRi@ PaliaESGEURGH 


(A Pageant of Symbolism) 


Characters in order of their appearance: 


Herald: A boy 10 or 12 years old. Costume—long 
dark green hose and very full trunks, yellow or orange 
blouse. Cloak of hip length of dark green lined with 
yellow or orange. Hat of dark green with side fastened 
up with a yellow feather. Props: Trumpet with banner 
on it. 


Spirit of the Years: Mature man of deliberate speech. 
Costume—dark gray robe, with cowl, rope belt, sandals, 
long gray beard and hair. Make up for age. Props: 
None. 


Truth: Young man of strong personality. Costume— 
black pulpit robe with white stole or tabs. Props: Open 
Bible. 


Stewardship: Young woman of convincing manner. 
Costume—rich yellow robe. Props: Small basket of 
fruit, flowers, and a money bag. 


Love: Young woman of pleasing personality. Cos- 
tume—white robe of soft material with scarlet ribbon 
around neck, across chest, around back and tied in 


front around waist; wears scarlet head band, also. 
Props: Small cross to place on church spire. 
Light: Young man or woman. Brisk speaker. Cos- 


tume—modern dress. Props: Copy of Christian Advo- 
cate, S. S. Quarterly, and small Bible. 
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look at the crowd of salesmen that meet ai 
given points to get pep talks from star sales: 
men. Or look at the thousands that will attenc 
a New Thought meeting. Crowd psychology, 
works with these, why shouldn’t it work in 2 
church. The people have not faith, and there» 
fore do not expect conversion through thein 
regular minister. Therefore God can do ne 
mighty work because of their unbelief. Ia 
firmly convinced that God can use the ordinary 
minister as the means to bring about tha 
extraordinary experience in the lives of men 
and women of the community. If people ana 
preacher can be gripped by the last few line» 
of this old hymn, “‘thy touch has still its ancien 
power, no word from thee can fruitless fall,” 
accessions to the church will be more numer 
ous no matter who does the preaching or what: 
ever technique is used. 

So it’s the abiding consciousness; thy touc 
thy word, that are potent. 


Joy: Young woman of pleasing personality. Costunm= 
robe of light rose or yellow. Props: Methodist Hymna: 


Service: Mature woman who loves the church. Cog 
tume—modern dress. Props: Small bouquet, child} 
used dress. 


Recreation: Athletic young man. Costume—sport 
costume. Props: Tennis racquet, volley ball and mask : 


Loyalty: Older man who is loyal to the church. Cos 
tume—modern dress. Props: raincoat and umbrell! 
purse and gloves. 


Zeal: Man or woman active in church work. Costu 
—modern dress. Props: Missionary paper. 


Spirit of the Church: Small child able to speak we! 
Costume—white robe of light material made quite ful: 
Props: Flashlight fixed for torch. 


Stage Setting: At back of stage are two levels eaG 
about eight or ten inches higher than the other (a)-— 
(b). At center stage nearer front is a small church (ff 
constructed of wall board and covered with brick o« 
stone paper. It is suggested that the church be of tli 
early American style, oblong with steeple at front wit! 
doors that open and center chimney. Windows should 
eut at sides and covered with colored paper. The rou 
may be of paper roofing imitation shingle style. Ow 
side of the roof should be so it may be lifted back ~ 
enable the Spirit of the Years to deposit things in tl 
‘attic’ as they are handed to him by the different cha 
acters. The church should be wired so as to contain t 
or more small bulbs (one at each end) and the swito 
placed on a back corner outside to be turned on at tli 
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place indicated in the script. The church must be large 
enough to seat comfortably a small child on a small 
chair (3). At left front is a box (4) about same height 
as back level of stage on which the Herald stands. 


The church is on the stage when the curtain is raised. 
All characters enter from right. Regular church choir 
may be in choir seats or in balcony at back or sides. 


Herald: _ (Advances briskly to center front and blows 
bugle.) Listen, all ye people! I, the Herald of Vision, 
Ns been sent to herald the coming of spiritual vision 
© you. 


Tonight ye shall see Truth enacted before you. Listen 
well, See clearly. Learn wisely that your church may 
fulfill its mission as a Church of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
(Steps aside and mounts on box at left front. Blows 
trumpet.) Behold, the Spirit of the Years cometh. 
Listen to his wisdom. 


Spirit of the Years: (Enter deliberately. Pauses near 
fchurch with long meditative look to far back of room.) 
#1, the Spirit of the Years, give you from the riches of 
experience those things which make a church great. 
he hearts of men today are hungry to know where they 
ay find security. The church has in every age had the 
ight for the life of man. It has at times grown dim and 
et again it blazes high when men learn the secret. 

A church becomes great only when its members catch 
he vision. Where there is no vision, the people cast off 
estraint. 


Herald: (Blows trumpet.) Behold, Truth cometh. 


Truth: ‘Ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall 
ake you free.’’ The truth that comes from God must be 
roclaimed fearlessly by every church in word and daily 
eed of life. 

Our fathers by their fidelity to the Truth won men 
nd women and youth for the Kingdom of God. Their 
onvictions and standards of life were born of Truth 
nd they have passed to us, riches which cannot be com- 
ared with earthly values. 


The church today needs Truth. The church of to- 
orrow, if it is to be the Church of Jesus Christ, must 
ave the Truth. 

“Ye are the salt of the earth, but if the salt hath lost 
ts saltiness, wherewith shall it be salted?” 

Spirit of the Years, I give to the church of today the 
oly Bible, the Word of Truth, as an essential for the 
‘uture. 

(Spirit of the Years takes Bible, and raising the roof 
f the small church, places it within. Truth takes place 
t center back on highest level.) 

Spirit of the Years: (Speaks as he places Bible.) Yea, 
hrough the centuries the Truth of God remains un- 
“Forever, O, Jehovah, Thy Word is settled in 


Herald: (Blows trumpet.) Behold, Christian Steward- 
hip cometh with her message. 

Stewardship: The church must accept the doctrine of 
hristian Stewardship of possessions, of personality, 
nd of the gospel. ‘“‘What hast thou, that thou hast not 
received?” “The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness 
shereof; the world and they that dwell therein.” 

Yea, even man’s life itself came from God and re- 
urneth unto him. 

Our abilities and talents we dare not hide or fail to 
se. God has entrusted them to us for use and he will 
all us to render an account of how and where we have 
sed our talents. We are expected to use what we have 
nd not what we wish we might have. 

He has given to everyone a portion of material goods. 
is Holy Word reveals to us that of old, men have 
cknowledged their stewardship by a separated portion 
alled the tithe. 

“The tithe is the Lord’s’” but we are also to use the 
emainder in a Christian manner, 

The church of today has received from the fathers of 
ester years the accumulated stewardship of personality, 
rayers and wealth. Our church today is rich in its in- 
eritance and does not realize it. It must learn and 
iecept its own stewardship obligation. 

Spirit of the Years, take these and place them in the 
hurch, symbolizing the church’s need for Christian 
stewardship as essential for today and the years to 
ome. (Takes place at right of Truth on second level.) 

Spirit of the Years: Yea, the Tithe is the Lord’s and 

steward must be found faithful. 

Herald: (Blows bugle.) Make way, Love in purity 
nd simplicity draweth nigh. 

Love: The church must have love if she is to reach 
nd win men. “If I speak with the tongues of men and 
f angels, but have not love, I am becoming as sounding 
rass or a clanging cymbal. And if I have the gift of 
rophecy, and know all mysteries and all knowledge; 
nd if I have all faith so as to remove mountains, but 


‘x positor (~ Homiletic Review—August, 1937 


have not love, I am nothing. And if I bestow all my 
goods to feed the poor, and if I give my body to be 
burned, but have not love, it profiteth me nothing. Love 
suffereth long and is kind; love envieth not, love vaunt- 
eth not itself, is not puffed up; doth not behave itself 
unseemly, seeketh not its own, is not provoked, taketh 
not account of evil, rejoiceth not in unrighteousness, 
but rejoiceth with the truth, beareth all things, believeth 
all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things, Love 
never faileth,”’ 


Spirit of the Years, put this cross on the church where 
it shall tell all of that love that brought salvation to 
mankind. The members of the church must have the 
eross deeply graven on their hearts if the church is to 
represent Jesus Christ to men. (Take places at left of 
Truth on second level.) 


Spirit of the Years: Yea, love never faileth. 


When I survey the wondrous cross 
On which the Prince of Glory died, 
My richest gain I count but loss 

And pour contempt on all my pride. 


Herald: (Blows trumpet.) All ye dwellers in dark- 
ness, Light appeareth. 

Light: The church must have not only the light 
Divine upon the Word of Truth and the way of life, but 
also must seek the best light of earnest Christian 
Scholarship. There must be the best prepared teachers 
available teaching in Sunday School. Her ministers 
must have thorough training for their momentous task. 
Her members must not only study the Word but must 
also know what the church is doing to carry the gospel 
to all men everywhere. The Psalmist long ago said: 

“For with Thee is the fountain of life, 
In thy light we see light.” 

In a civilization as complex as this of the modern 
day, the church needs all the light possible if she is to 
lead in making the world truly Christian. Jesus is truly 
the light of the world. 

Spirit of the Years, put in the church a personal Bible 
to be read, this Christian Advocate to inform of King- 
dom progress, the S. S. Quarterly to aid in teaching, all 
of which shall give light. (Takes place on first level at 
right.) 

Spirit of the Years: (Takes things and places in 
church.) “In the beginning God spoke, Let there be 
light (here he turns on switch that lights church) And 
there was light. 


Herald: (Blows trumpet.) Where is found Truth and 
Light, there is also Joy. Behold, Joy is here. 

Joy: (Speaking prophetically.) ‘‘And the ransomed 
of the Lord shall return and come to Zion with songs 
and everlasting joy upon their heads: they shall obtain 
joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee 
away.’ (Here without announcement the choir shall 
sing joyously No. 89, all vss. The attack should be 
well executed to be effective.) 

Yes, the church must be a place of joy because it is 
made up of those who know the joy of the Lord in sins 
forgiven. The services of the church must be so filled 
with the Presence and Power of the Holy Spirit that 
those who come with their burdens and their sorrows 
will find Grace Divine to help them in their hour of 
deepest need. 

The church of Jesus Christ has ever had a song of 
praise and of Joy. “The joy of the Lord is your 
strength.” A singing church is a conquering church. 

Spirit of the Years, place this Hymnal in the church 
and may it become a singing church down through the 
years. (Takes place on first level at L.) 


Spirit of the Years: (Places Hymnal in church.) 
“Make a joyful sound unto the Lord, all ye people.” 


Herald: (Blows trumpet.) Behold, one of humble 
bearing and beautiful spirit. Christlike Service cometh! 


Service: “Then shall the king say unto them on his 
right hand, Come be blessed of my Father, inherit the 
Kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world. For I was hungry and ye gave me to eat; I was 
thirsty andi ye gave me to drink; I was a stranger and 
ye took me in; naked and ye clothed me; I was sick and 
ye visited me; I was in prison and ye came unto me; 
Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, Lord, when 
saw we thee hungry and fed thee? Or athirst and gave 
thee to drink? And when saw we thee a stranger and 
took thee in, or naked and clothed thee? And when saw 
we thee sick or in prison, and came unto thee? And the 
King shall answer and say unto them, ‘Verily I say unto 
thee, Inasmuch as ye did it unto one of these my breth- 
ren, even these least, ye did it unto me.’ ’’( Pause.) 


The church must be like her Lord and Master, seeking 
to help and to minister to bodies and broken lives as 


(Continued on page 395) 
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UE C dilys 


Stumped 

T was a three-day oasis in a desert of cares 

| and concerns which parched the tongue 
and seared the soul. We had taken the 
car and driven from the cottage, nestled back 
in northern Michigan wilderness, to follow the 
meanderings of the woods-road which picked 
its way, uncertain, like a yellow butterfly going 
from one blossom to the next. Only our blos- 
soms to visit were quiet surfaced ponds, tree 
rimmed, whose only movement came when 
some speckled beauty snapped a fly from the 
surface and left a tell-tale swirl of ever widen- 
ing rings. 

We studied the workings of sharp-toothed 
beavers. “Topped”? pines we found in abund- 
ance where old porkie had stripped the bark 
high up among the deep foliage. We listened 
to the partridge drumming back in the deep 
wood. 

Wherever we went there was the silver 
tinkle of spring-fed streams falling, dancing, 
prancing gayly on their way down to the river. 
Open patches, moss-carpeted, deep in the 
woods, glowed and shown with their waxy yel- 
low cow-slips and everywhere, where the sun 
failed to break through, orchids gave promise 
of bloom. 

But we were looking for Michigan white 
tail deer. There were signs and fresh hoof- 
marks. Here and there through the woods 
were patches cleared of trees and sown to rye 
and other small grains relished by deer. Along 
the winding way we frequently passed spots 
where, during the heart of the winter, a small 
group of men who own the junior Eden, piled 
hay for the deer’s winter feed—hay brought in 
on toboggans drawn by men on ski and snow- 
shoe over deep snow. 

Six different deer we saw, waiving adieu with 
their huge white flags. We stopped the car 
when we saw a stately buck and sat quietly, 
forgetting the camera, until with a flip of his 
tail he dropped down over a little rise and was 
gone. 

Then shifting gear into low my friend let in 
the clutch and we barely started to move only to 
hear a grinding, tearing sound. We stopped 
but not soon enough for in our eagerness to 
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olumns 


watch the deer we had rolled the car too close te 
a little low stump which, when we started again: 
caught the front fender and bent it back ar 
wierd angles and snugged its front lip down 
tight on the tire, and I wondered again, as I so 
frequently do, if after all a stump is more ap” 
to be in the way when we are transported into 
realms of sheer delight, far from the haunts 02 
normal peril, than at other times, and in othe> 
places. Even in a land of deer, and busy 
beaver, drumming partridge and jumping 
trout, one must watch for stumps in the way) 
Soul delight often is the time of soul peril. 


je 


On Theology 


EEP and abiding are theological studies 

D Yet I fear most pastors spend more time 

with things concerned about preaching 

and the handling of the local congregation thax 

with theological study. It appears to me thas 
we need more thorough study of theology. 

In my student days I learned little in theoll 
ogy class except how to tell stories and how t« 
raise money. The theology was chiefly pur’ 
scholasticism. Given certain propositions on. 
could arrive by logical deduction at certaiz 
conclusions. All the arguments were ther’ 
and the conclusions were stated. Problem: 
were solved and thinking was unncessary. Bui 
all this seemed detached from life. It was intex! 
esting history but there were few places wher’ 
it touched living and became real. Scho 
lasticism is dead. 

We have had humanism. Influenced b* 
scientific research it gained followers. But it 
lack of spirituality doomed it. The social gospe 
came and flared. Yet calmer consideration ré 
vealed the necessity of the dictum, ‘‘Ye mus 
be born again.”” From despair came a supell 
naturalism with Barth as the prophet. Allied t: 
this is Buchmanism. From defeat of purpose i: 
this life one looks to an indeterminate futur 
for compensation and greatness. 

There are others, but through it all appear 
the human—groping. He has a spiritual need 
he is a soul; he must live on earth where he see 
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despair, defeat and the inequalities of living; 
social forces press him; his heart and his soul 
ery out to the living God; he wants light, mean- 
ing and hope. “Oh, that I knew where I might 
find Him,” is still a human cry. 

Theology’s task today is to seek a solution of 
the problem involving the human soul, the 
social environment and God. _ Building 
churches, increasing membership, raising sums 
of money will not do it. We must bring man 
and God together. Man must learn to live in 
all his relationships as the child of God. That 
involves every phase of human living. 

Again we must bring God into human life. 
heology needs a reconsideration of Em- 
manuel.—W. R. S. 


ircles and Lines 


HERE is probably no more general mis- 
[comprehension than that if one have a 
compass in his pocket or kit, being lost in 
tthe wilderness presents no problem. For that 
greason a compass is generally secured when a 
movice starts out on his first sally into the 


But nothing could be more foolish. Carrying 
ja watch doesn’t mean that one can tell time. 
‘Carrying a gun doesn’t mean one can shoot. It 
itakes more than a hammer to make a carpenter. 
Actually all that a compass may tell any- 
jone, novice or old timer, is which direction is 
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north and hence south, east and west. Camp 
lies somewhere. No one, least of all the one 
who is lost, knows whether north or south. The 
compass may help one travel a straight line, 
but that line is just as apt to be away from 
camp as toward it. 

Unless one leaves camp with his compass in 
hand and checks every turn in his trail with 
his compass, he cannot use his compass to get 
him back to camp. Familiarity with the coun- 
try and its outstanding marks, all of which 
must be located in the woodsman’s mind, in 
reference to the location of his camp, is essen- 
tial and that means preliminary study with 
the compass. 

It all reminds me of the woman who inquired 
of the clerk in the “‘five and ten’”’ whether they 
had compasses. The girl is quoted as having 
replied, ‘““Yes, Madam, we have compasses for 
drawing circles, but none for going places.” 

Many a congregation has confused the two 
types and continues without sense of direction, 
to make circles when it is supposed to be “going 
places.” 

But in that going don’t lose sight of the fact 
that it is quite as essential that you know from 
whence you come as it is that you know whither 
you are bound. Even a straight line must start 
from one point before it can reach any other. 
Nothing promises more for safe arrival than 
a proper start and continuing faith in direction. 


Get 
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CHURCH METHODS 


Summertime Meditations 
“Your health at the age of four is what 
others have made you; your health at forty is 
what you have made yourself.” 
* * * 


“Play often. Play keeps old age at Dayan 
* * * 


“Do not expect good health and progress 

without effort, both must be earned.” 
* * * 

“The Bank of Energy will always oblige with 
short-term loans, but it invariably ruins the 
customer who tries to outwit it with heavy 
unredeemable overdrafts.” 

* * 

“We watch the decreasing candle and the 
falling sand and realize that, we at least, have 
no time which needs killing. What we have is 
all too little for our high and holy purpose.” — 
Spurgeon. 


* 


e@ 
Plan Your Parish Letters, Weekly Bulletins, 
and Newspaper Publicity for the Year. 

Study of the parables will prepare you in the 
art of dramatizing every-day life incidents for 
publicity. Facts about congregational activi- 
ties are interesting to the community, as well 
as to the membership. Presenting such facts 
in interesting form is the duty of a parish 
leader and will readily transform the hero-wor- 
shipping readers who now glean the press for 
sensational stories of gangsters and movie 
actors into supporters of “home talent’”’ success 
stories. 

State your facts simply but dramatically. Do 
not hide them in verbal foliage that no one 
understands, and leaves the reader wondering 
what it’s all about. The following is an ex- 
ample of how not to write. 

Mrs. Newly Rich decided she needed a family 
tree in her campaign for social success, and 
employed an expert to discover, establish, and 
properly embellish the coveted treasure. The 
payment measured up to her expectations. 

Long and tedious search produced one rela- 
tive, an uncle, who could lay claim to any public 
notice whatever, and his claim to fame rested 
in being electrocuted in Sing Sing for a high 
crime. Here is the report—as embellished by 
the expert— 

“The career of her uncle received much pub- 
licity in the newspapers all over the country. 
He gained wide renown because of his interest 
in the effect of electricity on the human system, 
and at the time of his death occupied the chair 
of applied electricity in one of the leading in- 
stitutions of this country.” 
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September Ahead! 30 Days of Opportunity 

An observer says, “Some churches run it 
low during the summer months, and some ar 
just parked, while the preacher and most of th: 
members hunt some place where the beds ar! 
hard and mosquitoes are hungry.” 

Running in low, or parking too long, means 
a season for re-conditioning ahead, if we are t! 
carry on at normal speed at a later date. A fev 
churches just seem to be out of style and suc 
ceed in pulling their work up a notch highes 
during the summer. 

No one suggests parking the eating or sleep 
ing habits during the summer, and one wonder 
whence came the notion that spiritual needl 
may be forgotten for whole seasons, withow 
harmful results to the individual and the com 
munity. Careful planning during August fox 
the 30 days of September may find many 
Church membership functioning normally b< 
the end of September. Let the goal be a mem 
bership which lives the teaching of Christ: 
rather than just a membership from the stanc 
point of numbers. Let us remember that me: 
are worthy of Christian Church membershii 
only as they express Christ’s teachings in ther 
daily lives. 

e@ 
The Gospel According to Wray 

Once upon a time, a young man name: 
Wray was commissioned to teach Christ* 
way of life to natives in an eastern land. A. 
though a good man, he found it very difficult t 
learn the language spoken by the natives. Tim: 
passed on, and he could not express himself t: 
those he came to teach, nor could he undex 
stand their description of their needs. One da: 
as they sat in a circle, listening to the teaching: 
of a Missionary who had mastered their lan 
guage, the question, ‘‘What is it to be a Chris 
tian?” was asked. 

No one replied, but their eyes sought ov 
young Mr. Wray, some nodded, some pointeo 
while a few muttered, “‘to be like him, there.. 
Not one of them could read the Gospel accora 
ing to Matthew, Mark, Luke or John, but— 
everyone of them could read the Gospel as ~ 
was lived by Mr. Wray. 

Inventory time: How are the Gospels rea 
according to YOU, in the community wher 
YOU express it in daily living? 

e 


Jobless Youth 

500 leading industrialists of America, Th 
National Industrial Conference Board, met r¢ 
cently for their Annual conference. Owen I 
Young of General Electric emphasized th 
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menace lurking in the thousands of unoccupied 
oung people. Mr. Young is quoted as follows: 
“Youth, and particularly unoccupied youth, is 
attracted to adventure which offers currently in 
the form of labor picketing and radical dreams. 
t is only natural, when they find themselves 
pparently unwanted in the world as it now 
exists. I want to urge this conference board, in 
behalf of industry, to take up the study of 
hat period of idleness in the most impression- 
able period of young people’s lives. Representa- 
ives of this board should sit down with labor 
jeaders and educators and ask themselves: 
hat can we do to solve this problem?”’ 
} Parents and Religious leaders also have a re- 
6ponsibility to these jobless young people, a 
esponsibility that shrieks for training and per- 
severence in intellectual honesty, old fashioned 
»ack-bone, and self-reliance. In spite of pres- 
ent day political trends, the fact remains that 
every honest citizen is morally bound to give 
something in exchange for a living, or wages, 
and every person accepting money or a living 
without some exchange in service is a menace 
fo the nation. Honest endeavor, coupled with 
the exercise of God-given talent, may make two 
br ten dollars grow where one grew before, but 
ho amount of political juggling of budgets will 
Dermit the continued spending of money far in 
excess of income without disaster to the well- 
being of every citizen, young, or old. The 
tause for which it is spent has no bearing on 
the final result. 
| The parable of the Talents is still being en- 
nected all about us, and the rewards are still as 
‘hey were of old. No minister, educator, poli- 
ician, parents or labor organizer need elabor- 
te greatly on the story of the Talents as 
yecorded in Matthew 25:15. The truth is there 
or all who want to understand. Wrong-doing, 
shortcomings, sins of omission and commission 
re the common lot of man, they are not pecu- 
iar to one class or another. 
Our duties as ministers, parents, teachers, 
fie in pointing out the right way of life, as op- 
osed to the other and easier way, and to teach, 
0 all who would hear, the application of the 
ight way in daily living, knowing that “if we 
o these things first, all else will be added unto 
Sy 
e 

the College Goes to Church 

Slogans, when they express briefly the goal 
f a specific effort, are effective. A village 
astor in Indiana, from whose membership 
our young people were entering college, plan- 
ed a special service and congregational get- 
ogether in honor of the four college freshmen. 
‘or the social gathering, he planned a brief 
ramatic sketch, entitled ‘“The College goes to 
thurch,’”’ during which the four students were 
resented with copies of the New Testament. 
a each book was inserted an envelope contain- 
ig a gift card, and a hand written autograph 
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of every member of the Church who cared to 
sign them. The autograph pages were tied 
with “College Colors,’ each symbolizing the 
college chosen by the student. College ban- 
ners from the various schools were used as 
table and hall decoration. 

One feature of the table decoration merits 
mention, a huge candle at each place reserved 
for the honor guest, the candle in college 
colors. The chairman of the entertainment 
committee spoke of the candles and their light- 
ing as being symbolic of the adventure being 
undertaken by the four guests. The guests were 
asked to present their candles to the Pastor 
for formal lighting, and after they had re- 
turned to their places at the table, they were 
formally presented with the candles to take 
with them. They were requested to light them 
each night as they said their evening prayers, 
and a promise was given that new candles 
would be presented to them as soon as these 
were exhausted. 


ColshOP Rie Vey TSOP} LE IBMINEG 


Dear Expositor: 

Can you tell us how to stop water from 
penetrating our plaster hollow tile church 
foundation? 

When the church, a brick building, was 
built in 1921 they were advised to use hollow 
tile, and the basement would never be damp, 
but to our sorrow it is the contrary. The water 
especially in rainy seasons will just seep 
through and also bubble up from the base of the 
foundation, ruining not only paint but even 
plaster is now beginning to fall off. 

We have already put in tile around the out- 
side as low as the foundation, thinking that 
would stop it, but it still comes in. 

Would it be advisable to put in wainscoting, 
and probably a wood floor, leaving air space 
between wainscoting and wall? 

Sincerely yours, 
Henry Marks, Presbyterian Church, 
Lancaster, Wisconsin. 
e 


Dear Rev. Marks: 

We have your letter of June 14 and regret to 
learn of the difficulty you are having with 
dampness in the basement. We are sorry, too, 
that this condition is all too common. The 
only way to prevent satisfactorily dampness 
seeping through the wall, will be to dig a trench 
around the outside of the wall as deep as the 
bottom of the foundation and apply a satisfac- 
tory water-proofing around the entire wall 
below the level of the ground, and also see to 
it that no surface water seeps into the wall 
above the water-proofing. 

We do not, wish to imply that this will pre- 
vent water seeping through the floor of the 
basement, but the walls can be so water- 
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proofed that no dampness will go through the 
walls. If there is no water-proofing under- 
neath the floor of the basement you may still 
be troubled with dampness. It will, of course, 
greatly help the appearance and general feel- 
ing of the room to have a wainscoting of either 
wood or an attractive insulation board, several 
of which are now on the market. If the floor 
is of bare concrete we should recommend a tile 
suitable for use over concrete floors. At the 
bottom of this letter we are appending the 
names of companies that supply such tile, but 
you may secure samples of others from your 
building supply house. We believe this would 
be more satisfactory than building a wood 
floor where you are likely to be troubled with 
some dampness. If a wooden floor is decided 
upon, be sure and keep a circulation of air from 
the room underneath the entire floor between 
it and the concrete flooring. 


Thomas Moulding Company, 
Wacker Drive, 
Chicago, Illinois. 


Paraffine Products Company, 
Somerville, New Jersey. 


—E. M. Conover, Director, International Board 
of Church Architecture. 


Books for Practical Study 

Our Homes, edited by Ada Hart Arlitt, Wash- 
ington, National Congress of Parents and 
Teachers. Cloth, 50c, paper, 25c. Seventeen 
chapters by seventeen eminent writers attempt 
to tell how to make the home interesting, rest- 
ful and joy-producing. 


The Fate of the Family, by Arthur E. Holt, 
Willett, Clark, $2.00. Dr. Holt aims at a de- 
scription of the democratic family as a nursery 
for the development of modern social indi- 
viduals, with a wholesome understanding of 
family and community relationships. 


Learning to be Good Parents, by Eleanor 
Saltzman, 25c, Manthorne and Burack. Fifteen 
talks to parents, based on standards set forth 
by Dr. R. H. Ojemann in Researches in Parent 
Education, and Child Welfare. These talks are 
elementary, designed for persons of limited 
training. 

Minister’s Service Book, compiled by James 
D. Morrison, Baptist Church, Providence, R. I. 
The volume has some 260 pages of material de- 
signed for pulpit and parish use, $1.50, Willett, 
Clark. The volume covers prayers for various 
occasions, Orders of Church Services, Funeral 
Services, etc. 

The Oxford New Testament, India paper, vest 
pocket edition, self-pronouncing, $1.50. The 
type is most readable. An accompanying an- 
nouncement says there are 18 styles, from $1.20 
up, including a red leather edition, which should 
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make an especially acceptable gift for “college 


bound” Church members. 
e 


The Church Paper 

Visualize the value and strength of a wel: 
edited Church Paper in accomplishing the aim: 
of your program, and then make your practicas 
estimates for a budget for the coming yean 
Look upon this budget as a necessity, just a: 
you do upon light and heat and music, and ther 
set about getting it. When you are assured 06 
your budget, make careful preparation for thi 
individual issues, because they will find willin. 
readers and thoughtful consideration wher 
you, yourself, cannot hope to get a hearing. Re 
member in collecting your materials, that peopl) 
like to read about accomplishments of thos 
whom they know, about themselves, about plans 
for the future; they like inspirational items 
They do not like to read a paper filled wit 
names of board members, service routine, etcs 
and this should be avoided at all costs. Eacs 
department of the Church, including the men’ 
group and the Sunday School, should have men 
tion of some kind in each issue. 

When you are ready to launch your firg 
issue of the fall, probably during Rally Week 
you might enlist the help of the Young Peop) 
in dramatizing the advent of the Church Papes 
Have one represent the Church Paper in a shon 
dialogue, in which the character should haw 
opportunity to tell what the Church Pape 
stands for in the Church and the communitz 
what it will accomplish, the need for support & 
stories and subcription, as well as advertisinr 
of local business. The ushers at this servia 
should be members of the young peoples 
group. 

Do not abandon the idea of a Church Papes 
because you fear the expense. Remember, I= 
said, ‘Verily I say unto you, if ye have faith a 
a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto thr 
mountain, remove hence to yonder place; am 
it shall remove, and nothing shall be impossib9 
unto you.” However, faith goes hand in hara 
with work. 

e 
The Vacation School in 1238 

Files for publicity matter and plans for ti 
vacation school for 19388 should be made now 
and leaders should be enlisted now and traing 
through the year. The local staff of teache® 
in public schools will be glad to undertall 
teaching handiwork, recreational work, etc., ~ 
a selected group of young people who sign a 
as vacation School leaders for coming yeati 
One subject that might well be added to you 
vacation school projects is ‘“photography% 
Young, people in the congregation will be gla 
to loan inexpensive cameras to the leaders, wh 
will demonstrate the taking of pictures att 
the development of the films and printing « 
pictures. Lenses should be discussed at lengti 
and all general points involved in making goo 
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dictures should be included. If anyone in the 
ongregation has a motion picture camera, 
here is opportunity for making pictures of 
acation school activities, for showing at later 
Church and Sunday School functions. These 
are especially effective in hand-work classes, 
det contests, picnics, soap-box derbies, garden- 
Ing, etc. 


| If gardening is included in your vacation 
chool subjects, seeds should be acquired this 
‘all and early propagation in hot beds or in- 
doors should be supervised by leaders. Projects 
f this kind carry the interest along through 
he year, and each project wins new pupils to 
the school, most of whom will enlist in the regu- 
tar Sunday School. 


Sermon Preparation 

i Sermons are preached to men and women, so 
these men and women may find the Way of 
Salvation through your preaching. Sermons 
ot heard, understood, and acted upon by men 
and women are lost motion. Church members 
fioin the Church and support the Pastor and 
the Church activities because they want to 
jearn about God and the Way of Salvation. If 


o spend the time and money. Some will make 
fan effort to find spiritual life by circumvent- 
ing aimless preaching. 

“T don’t read those things,” said a preacher 
fecently when asked about his reading pro- 
am. ‘People ought to come to Church, but 
they won’t,” he had started, and when asked 
about his sermons, he said, “I think and preach 
imy own thoughts. I don’t believe in giving my 
Seople thoughts of other men.” “How do 
your people receive your sermons?” asked the 
Ineighbor. ‘Well, I preach fine sermons, but 
they are over the heads of the people, and they 
@an’t understand them,” came the defense. 
““Why worry then about the people not com- 
ing?” said the neighbor. “Why not let them 
2njoy themselves with something they can un- 
derstand, and you preach your sermons 
hether there are people in the Church or not. 
f your thoughts are not understood, and you 
believe you want to continue preaching them, 
just forget the people.” 

Those who are interested in knowing why 
hurches are empty, need look no further. 
Those interested in knowing why some 
hurches are filled, not once but many times 
rach Sunday, should study the plans and ser- 
mons of ministers who are winning people to 
he Way of Life. Forget about strikes, social 
njustices, economic and political royalists, for 
the time being and study the sermons the 
Master preached in the form of parables and 
the beatitudes. Most of our parishioners know 
ore about the former than we as ministers 
know, and they come to Church to hear what 
God has to say about conduct and life. 


Ee ee ee 
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COP RODS AEA Repl Fe ces 


HROUGH our eyes we gain more than 
[[‘eiehty-tive per cent of our knowledge and 

control eighty per cent of our actions.” 
The foregoing statement is from the latest 
issue of a popular scientific magazine and 
clearly states the case for visual education in 
religious work. It is commonly understood by 
psychologists that the average audience gathers 
about two-thirds of what a speaker says and re- 
tains for even a short time not over one-third 
of what he said. Experts state that when two 
or more senses co-operate in the learning proc- 
ess that retention is more than doubled. That 
which we see as well as hear about we are more 
than twice as apt to remember. 


There are still other factors that contribute 
to the use of pictures, and particularly moving 
pictures, as a tool for learning in churches. 
We ministers flatter ourselves that we can hold 
the attention of our people. Few of us even 
realize the thousand and one things that race 
through the minds of our folks as we strive to 
hold their attention. Stained glass windows 
eliminate the outside distractions present in 
many churches. When we get away from pleas- 
ing generalities and down to actual cases we 
find that everything from the gestures of the 
speaker to the clothing of the congregation and 
the printing (or writing) in the hymn books 
distracts the minds of many from the speaker. 

Churches which stress worship have spent 
thousands of dollars redesigning beautiful 
churches so that the altar became more and 
more the focal center of the entire building; 
so that immediately upon entering all eyes 
were encouraged to look toward the same 
place. What happens when by visual educa- 
tion employing still or moving pictures, a 
presentation is made to a congregation? All 
lights are out and we do not see those around 
us. Every eye is directed to one spot where 
all the light and action in the room are 
centered. The story is told by experts. Dis- 
tance proves no barrier for we are magically 
transported from place to place. Names be- 
come living people and real places. Instead 
of hearing about needy people we see their 
homes, their clothing, their faces. Instead of 
hearing about the need for medical missions we 
see lines of people turned away because there 
are not doctors enough. Instead of hearing 
how the rest of the world lives we see them liv- 
ing. 

Visual education is not new. When Jesus 
pointed to the fields he used nature to illus- 
trate the ripeness for spiritual harvest. It was 
visual education to clinch the truth of a state- 
ment. The minister who showed a harvest scene 
with shocks down and grain wasting and made 
his spiritual application would be following 
in the Master’s steps. The pastor who fol- 
lowed this with a picture showing the mission 
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fields themselves would make a plea for labor- 
ers that his hearers could never forget. 


Visual education is not new to us. The 
illustrated quarterly, the lesson picture are 
simple forms of visual education. The stereopti- 
con used to be a novelty and drew hundreds 
who profited by seeing views of missions, col- 
leges, greater churches, and similar worthwhile 
subjects. The stereopticon will still draw 
crowds and should be used more in churches, 
but to the average church-goer it carries 
thoughts of a by-gone generation. We are 
moving picture conscious and expect life in our 
pictures. Then glass slides are heavy and 
transporation costs almost as much as for 
moving pictures. Strange as it may seem it is 
cheaper to incorporate local scenes in moving 
pictures than it is to have glass slides made, 
after you once have the movie camera. There 
is still enough novelty in moving pictures for 
church work to justify greater expenditures, 
but in general moving pictures are little or no 
more expense than still pictures projected 
from glass slides. 


* * * 


Multitudes of our people have hazy mind pic- 
tures of Biblical scenes and events. Pictures 
of the sacred spots of Palestine, animated maps 
that make it easy to remember various jour- 
neys, and the hundred and one services of the 
moving picture camera will let us understand 
things with clarity. An elderly lady recently 
admitted that it had never really dawned upon 
her as a fact that Jesus really was a Jew. She 
was like a lot of our good brethren who cannot 
vividly picture in their minds the bible scenes 
and characters. My dear old friend who every 
quarter paid her dollar for what she called 
““‘bee-lellovences” would do so much more hap- 
pily (and do lots more) if she could see her dol- 
lar pictured on the screen, see it break into 
portions and actually see what those portions 
do for others through our church. The camera 
man could easily make this a part of the think- 
ing of countless thousands of our people. The 
interesting thing is that they would flock out to 
see it when it was shown in the churches. 


It is a business adage that ‘‘you have to 
spend money to make money.” Churches will 
learn that someday. Unpainted and unattrac- 
tive church buildings, poorly equipped church 
schools and the underpaid ministers have hurt 
the churches in the communities in a financial 
way more than many church members realize. 
We are too timid when it comes to making an 
investment in the hope of serving a greater 
group. Recently I served on a committee plan- 
ning a township Sunday school rally. Previous 
crowds had averaged about 175 with a six to 
eight dollar offering. 
a famous radio preacher as a speaker and the 
group concurred. More than seven hundred 
people heard what he had to say, we paid him 
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I suggested that we get 


the twenty-five dollars he asked and had mores 
money left for the treasury than our former, 
entire offerings had been. In most churches 
moving pictures will likewise attract greater 
crowds, teach of biblical scenes and places 
and tell the mission story better and yet more 
than pay for themselves. 


I would be pleased to hear from persons who« 
are interested in this subject.—Miles EH. Leach,, 
care of The Hxpositor. 


This Month's Cover Picture 


EN miles from Oxford, England, lies thes 
[eve little town of Abingdon. When thes 

Thames was a busy highway of trafficx 
Abingdon received a toll of one hundred herr 
ing for every boat that passed. 


A benedictine abbey was built in Abingdone 
in 675 from which the community may haves 
taken its name, in that it was an abbey-town.. 
Before the Reformation a guild was organized 
to withstand the domination of the abbey.. 
Now it is a town of some seven thousand andi 
famed for its clothing manufacture. 


Twenty miles northeast of Baltimore, Mary-- 
land, lies our Abingdon. Whitefield visited! 
this section in 1740. Strawbridge living ini 
nearby Frederick County journeyed to Abing-- 
don in 1760 and established Methodism. Oni 
July 8, 1784, a lot was given to nine trusteess 
“for the use of the people called Methodists, , 
to expound the Word of God, and for no other’ 
purpose.” | 


Asbury and Coke, who had been sent too 
superintend the youthful denomination, recog-- 
nized the need of a college for the purpose of! 
training the young and the itinerants of the: 
new Methodism. 


Abingdon was selected as the place for the» 
college and was called Cokesbury (from Coke: 
and Asbury). 


From the beginning of Methodism the pub-- 
lication and distribution of books was featured. . 
So it was natural that shortly, in fact two years = 
after the founding of Cokesbury College and} 
less than a year after Washington became: 
President, the Methodist Book Concern was: 
founded for the publication, principally of de-- 
nominational literature. Wider variety of 
books were desired which eventually led to: 
the establishment of a publishing house where: 
books were distributed which had appealed! 
beyond definite denominational boundaries. 
Appropriately enough the new publishing * 
center was called The Abingdon Press whose: 
religious educational texts and whose many ® 
authors. are recognized wherever the English : 
language is known. 
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Text: “Having eyes, see ye not? and having 
ears, hear ye not? and do ye not remem- 
ber?”—Mark 8:18. 


ET us be positive in our statements. The 
iF Gospel knows not negations. It is affirma- 
tive. A pulpit declaration which intro- 
duces such words as “maybe,” ‘perhaps,’ 
“vossibly,’”? and the like leaves a populace be- 
wildered. 

Sin always needs an alibi, a defence, an ex- 
cuse. It can never give a sufficient reason for 
its being. Except one cannot forget the weak- 
ness of humanity. Nevertheless no person 
need be weak because the means for strength 
is available. 

In a recent “‘conversation piece” I caught 
the phrase, “‘I have my eyes open and my ears 
to the ground.” Of course we know what 
the speaker meant. We know what he meant 
both in a literal and figurative sense. Any- 
body having eyes open and ears attuned, may 
be thankful. Such see the bad but they see 
more—they see the good. Seeing the good they 
know that the evil of this world cannot win. 


The wheat is the antidote to the tares. When 
my thinking is wrong, I may have another 
thought-form. It is provided by the Gospel. 
Education counteracts ignorance. That is why 
we have churches, schools, colleges—the crea- 
tive arts. Cultural advantages available on 
every hand. The seeing eye, the hearing ear, 
understand, utilize, appreciate. 

“Command Thou” said the tempter, “that 
these stones be made bread.” It was a real 
temptation. Itisreal today. Men are tempted 
to sell out for bread—comforts, necessities, 
luxuries, call them what you will. Jesus re- 
plied by a thought. He used a quotation. From 
the Scriptures. He said, “It is written, ‘man 
shall not live by bread alone.’’’ He met the 
tempter with another thought-form. Religion. 
Ethic. Gospel. In such manner men and 
women are meeting temptation every day. Itis 
this which helps me hold my faith—the way in 
which my fellow men are refusing to sell out. 

Let us’ cease harping on the subject that 
so many people do not attend church services. 
The surprise to me is that so many persons do 
attend church services, believe in them, know 
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RELIGION STILL FUNCTIONS 


RICHARD BRAUNSTEIN 


how much they need them, realize that life 
would be stale, dull, prosaic, without meaning, 
were there no cross, altar, spire on the horizon 
of existence. It cannot be said that the entire 
populace is going hay-wire merely because 
our sanctuary seats are not crowded. The 
Gospel is here to stay. It cannot be crowded 
off the front page—in Mexico, Spain, Germany, 
Russia, America. 

This past month— June, 1937—I have spoken 
to more than 1,000 men who attended divine 
worship, voluntarily. 


Church work, like all other forms of activity 
is a work of faith. Perhaps I should say that 
all business and professional life is like church 
work—a matter of faith. We do the best we 
know how and leave the results to the law of 
sowing and reaping. The pessimist and cynic 
defeats himself. He is beaten before he begins 
the battle. The salesman who does not believe 
in his wares is off the track. When his com- 
modity is useful, meets a need, names are 
written on the dotted lines of the order blanks. 
The best things in life have their own elo- 
quence. Why they prosper is obvious. Religion 
cannot be argued. It thrives by demonstra- 
tion . The cheap and shoddy need ballyhoo, re- 
quire a “‘build-up.”’ As merchandisers of the 
pearl of great price we are doing a day and 
night, year around business at the old stand. 
Our firm is reliable, dependable and a satisfied 
customer is the best advertisement. 


“The Church of Christ is the only institution 
which sees paganism, meets it, face to face. 
But the Church is patient. She waits, abiding 
her time,” writes the Rev. John H. Hutton. 
“She sees her children going astray, and in a 
sense she is helpless to restrain them. She can 
only warn, saying the things she has said from 
the beginning. They may hear and come back 
or they may not hear and they may go away as 
though they had forgotten her. But there is a 
limit to the loneliness we can bear. And be- 
sides it is not easy as some people think, to 
break away finally from the God of our fathers. 
There is a sense in which the spiritual world, 
like this earth of ours, might be described as a 
globe; so that the further you go from a cer- 
tain point the nearer you are to coming back. 
Thus ‘preaching’ rests upon the Christian faith 
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in God and in man’s liability at any time to be- 
come aware of God. The writer of Psalm 
139 almost discovered that the world was 
Ou Cem 

The forms of religious expression are chang- 
ing. But religion does not change. It changes 
individuals and conditions, but Jesus Christ is 
the same today, yesterday, forever. Less stress 


is being put on “form” and more emphasis iss 
put on “life.” There are too many organiza-~ 
tions and institutions and movements andl 
parties and what have you, laboring for a betters 
world for anybody even to dare to think that 
we are not on the road to glory in our personal,| 
community, national and international affairs.; 
Religion still functions. 


"ARE YE ABLE TO DRINK OF THE CUP?” 


FeCe McCULLAGK 


Matthew 20:20-28. Mark 10:35-45. John 13. 


as indicated in this passage by Jesus, the 

principle of self or the world, and the new 
principle of Jesus, the service of others. The 
Christian principle teaches that true greatness 
lies in service. He is not great who has many 
to serve him but he is great who serves many. 
A man’s worth is to be measured by the service 
which he renders humanity. 

I do not know of anything harder to learn 
than this principle of Jesus Christ. We all 
give assent to it. In some measure we all 
practice it. Many give of their time, strength 
and money to worthy causes for the uplift of 
humanity, for the alleviation of human misery, 
and for the Kingdom of God. There never was 
a time when there was so much general good- 
will abroad in the hearts of men. We are senti- 
mental today in regard to suffering. We hate 
to think of people being hungry or sick. There 
was never a time when it was so easy to get 
help for the needy. Our generation has seen 
the rise of innumerable service clubs scattered 
over the land. Many of these have grown 
powerful in wealth and numbers and the heart 
of any lover of humanity should be gladdened 
that so many busy men are willing to give 
time, strength and money to crippled children 
and the great number of ‘“‘disinherited’’ in so- 
ciety. 

But the principle of Jesus goes farther than 
the service club spirit. He demands and He 
inculcates by His example a more sacrificial 
spirit. He gave Himself and He expects His 
disciples to do the same. It is one thing to 
give out of our surplus, it is another thing to 
give until it hurts. It is one thing to give a 
generous donation to charity for social reasons, 
it is another to give ourselves to our unfortu- 
nate brethren. It is one thing to engage in 
some social service in company with a bunch 
of good fellows, and another thing to stand 
alone for a good cause or to work and give 
without public notice or applause. 

Jesus teaches that every brother man, 


[Tes ina are just two principles of action 
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worthy or unworthy, has a claim on us, and} 
we have a responsibility to him. Jesus de-- 
mands of us a new attitude of mind, a re-- 
orientation of ourselves to others. He also de-- 
mands that our service should be secret. He? 
said, “Take heed that ye do not your alms be-- 
fore men, to be seen of them; otherwise ye? 
have no reward of your Father which is in) 
heaven. Therefore when thou doest thine: 
alms, do not sound a trumpet before thee 
... . let not thy left hand know what thy; 
right hand doeth.” So with prayer, so with 
fasting. We do not like secretive people, but 
we should be secretive about our good works. 

While there is no lesson harder to learn than) 
this principle of Jesus, yet there is nothing: 
which the deep heart of humanity so appreci- - 
ates. Look at the history of the race. Whom 
does humanity revere? There are outstand- - 
ing names in history which mark epochs, but: 
they are just land-marks. But there are other ° 
names treasured in the affections of mankind. . 
These are the men who have served us. Take : 
for example, in this land of millionaires and | 
multi-millionaires, there are many names asso- - 
ciated with money, but who lives in the hearts : 
of the people? Washington, Lincoln, Clay and | 
a host of others? 

In the case of James and John, who re-- 
quested for themselves places on the right hand | 
and on the left when Jesus came into His: 
Kingdom, we see how ambition works. These : 
two disciples showed gross stupidity in their ° 
request. They did not realize what Jesus tried | 
to teach them. They also showed bold pre- - 
sumption. They would have made Jesus a. 
tool of their selfish ambition. And they showed — 
unmitigated selfishness. Their principle was. 
the principle of everyday life. ‘““Get ahead of 
others by any means possible.” They got their | 
mother to lobby for them. Bent on getting | 
ahead they disregarded the feelings of the 
Master, Who was facing Jerusalem. They 
ignored their fellow disciples. They were con- 
sumed with the exaltation of self. They de- 
sired positions of honor and power. 

Jesus said, “Ye know not what ye ask. Are 
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e able to drink of the cup that I shall drink 
f, and to be baptized with the baptism that 
am baptized with?” They replied, “We are 
ble.”’ They were sincere in this reply. They 
id not know what they meant. But how often 
ave men shed their blood for ambition, 
unted their better natures, sacrificed all that 
1en hold dear for the exaltation of self? Men 
o suffer for unworthy ambitions. But Jesus 
as going to make them such men as would 
crifice for a worthy ambition. Their after 
ves showed that they had caught the spirit 
Jesus. 

“But Jesus called them unto him, and said, 
e know that the princes of the Gentiles exer- 
se dominion over them, and they that are 
eat exercise authority upon them. But it 
all not be so among you; but whosoever will 
great among you, let him be your minister 
servant) ; and whosoever will be chief among 
u, let him be your servant (slave). That is 
e new principle of Jesus in opposition to the 
orld. This is the new thing that came into 
e world by Jesus. 


eat: “There is a generation that are pure in 
their own eyes, and yet are not washed from 
their filthiness.”—Prov. 30:12. 


HERE is a disposition on the part of 
many, both within and without the church, 
now as ever, to mark down the price of 
ligion. Recognizing the esteem that the 
me Christian bears, realizing that Christian 
andards are rather exacting, being some- 
at aware that church membership is expect- 
g, and knowing that they can neither live 
msistently as they do now nor conveniently 
2ar the name Christian, yet clinging tenaci- 
isly to the frailties of the flesh, they clamor, 
Jhrist come down.” Christ come down, your 
andards are too high; Christ come down, your 
dens are too heavy, please lighten them; 
arist come down, your demands on our time, 
lent and treasure are too many and too great, 
ease lessen them; Christ come down, your 
king for the sacrifice of self-surrender is too 
vere. Please give us a more convenient and 
mfortable religion. 

We make the serious mistake of forgetting 
at Christ’s standards and principles of justice 
e as unalterable as the law of the Medes and 
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Jesus not only taught, He lived. He did not 
ask His disciples to do what He shunned him- 
self. Hear Him, ‘Even as the Son of man came 
not to be ministered unto, but to minister (to 
serve), and to give his life a ransom for many.” 

But that is not the last word. Jesus calls 
us to follow His teaching and example, but 
there is a reward. ““‘Wherefore God hath highly 
exalted him, and given him a name which is 
above every name; that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow, of things in heaven, 
and things in earth, and things under the 
earth; and that every tongue should confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 
the Father.” Jesus came to greatness because 
He lived the new principle which He taught. 

If the Spirit gives us wisdom and insight to 
see this and if He also gives us grace to follow 
it, then too we shall find it the royal road to 
greatness. We shall serve our day and genera- 
tion as human wisdom and ambition can never 
serve it. We shall live in the heart and mem- 
ories of all who know us. And we shall receive 
the reward of Christ. We shall share with Him 
the glory of redemption. 


THE PLEA FOR A POPULAR RELIGION 


JOHN W. VAN DYKE 


Persians. The gospel offers but one plan of 
salvation and but one price for that plan. It 
offers equal rights to all with special favors 
to none. The author of the gospel was no re- 
spector of persons. Still we plead, Christ 
come down! 

With God’s promise of abundant life through 
self-surrender, and the guarantee of the life 
that now is and that which is to come through 
belief in Christ and by commitment to His 
cause, what greater gain could we seek at so 
small a cost? Yet, we persist, Christ come 
down! 

First of all we experience a keen rivalry 
within our souls. We are like the boy who 
wanted clean hands, face and ears, but dreaded 
for his mother to wash him. We desire spiritual 
cleanliness. Yet without washing, “There is 
a generation that are pure in their own eyes, 
and yet are not washed from their filthiness.”’ 
Here is a struggle of the Dr. Jekyl and Mr. 
Hyde of our souls, contending for the suprem- 
acy of the governing ideals of our lives. How 
Paul-like we should be with faith and fortitude 
in our striving for the mastery of life by at- 
taining unto the precious ideals of Jesus! 

Which of these voices is valid? The voice 
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of popular Christianity pleads for the living 
water of the gospel to be diluted to tickle the 
the tastes of men, while the patriarchal type 
of Christianity asks for the living water of the 
gospel pure and straight which is at once good 
for man and pleasing to God. 


On the one hand the so-called popular Chris- 
tian contends that honesty can best be prac- 
tised by ignoring cheating, that truth will be 
promoted by telling lies, that less liquor will be 
drunk by advertising the brewery industry, 
that less theft will occur by letting the youth 
steal, that less gambling will be evident in the 
rising generation when they are taught to like 
a chance, all the way from the candy case to 
the bank-night at the theatre, that parents will 
inculcate reverence and Sabbath observance in 
our youth by flagrantly desecrating it weekly, 
that the next generation will be Church-going 
people because we let our boys and girls do as 
they please at the Sunday School and Christian 
Endeavor hours on Sunday, that the churches 
will have stronger and more missionary or- 
ganizations by increasing the number of clubs 
and bridge organizations in a town and that a 
church can be built by fighting it with indiffer- 
ence and non-attendance. As Paul says, ‘‘Let 
us do evil that good may come.” How valid is 
such reasoning? Has anybody ever taken a 
package of turnip seed, sown it, and had a bed 
of beautiful bright flowers? 


On the other hand the patriarchal christian 
claims that a man reaps wheat, and not darnel, 
when he sows wheat, that he will harvest po- 
tatoes, and not onions, when he plants potatoes, 
that a man’s muscles atrophy through non-use 
and that they develop through vigorous exer- 
cise, that water is kept pure through circula- 
tion, that success comes through striving, that 
religion thrives through practice, that spiritual 
churches grow from gospel sermons, that 
evangelism becomes effective through a church- 
conscious membership and that God-likeness 
and Christ-likeness come through God-minded- 
ness and Christ-mindedness. In short, that, 
“Whatsoever a man soweth that shall he also 
reap.”’ Can we gainsay nature? The law of 
the harvest obtains equally in the spiritual 
realm. 


Needless to say, none of us are free from 
the struggle that these two views have upon 
our lives, but both nature and revelation 
testify that the odds are all in favor of the 
gospel in its pristine power and purity. 

There are two poles, the world and God. 
The world says, “Come down.” God, says, 
“Friend, go up higher.”’ Satan says to Christ, 
“Jump down, the kingdom will be yours.’”’ God 
says to Him, ‘He ascended to the right hand of 
God the Father.” The world’s entreaty is 
“Stoop”; God’s is “Strive.” Which is drawing 
us? 

God entreats us to come near unto Him 
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through the Christ of Calvary. Christ is the 
World’s greatest magnetic pole, strong ano 
attractive. Come near unto Him. Notice tha. 
He said, “And I, if I be lifted up will draw all 
men unto Myself.” This gospel lifts us in ow 
striving to the pinnacle of successful achieve: 
ment. 

“There is a generation that are pure in thei. 
own eyes, and yet are not washed from thei. 
filthiness.” Of what good is a religion like that: 

® 


©. UT Lal Nee 


CLAUDE R. SHAVER 


Summertime Harvests—for Everyone 


“He that gathereth in summer ts a wise son; bw 
he that sleepeth in harvest causeth shame. 
Prov. 105: 


I. Harvest of beauty, and the tonic of Na 
ture’s invigorating life. Like the material han 
vest, it must be gathered “‘in season” and re 
quires an equal sagacity in conservation: 
Every-man, everywhere has the opportunity « 
obtaining his share. ‘“Look-see,’ says tht 
Chinaman. 


II. Then the summer-time always opens ne» 
social contacts as we travel; enabling a ne» 
harvest of friendships. As we sit in the parl 
or on our porches, roaming the parks or wall! 
ing by the lake; fishing and bathing likewise 
“We who has friends, makes himself friendly.. 

Ill. Harvests in patriotic memories, and ii 
citizenship resolutions, often come as we vis 
historic scenes and enterprising civic exper? 
ments. ‘“‘America the Beautiful . . . confirr 
thy soul in self control; thy liberty in law- 


IV. Better acquaintanceship with Nature 
God, as we observe the delicate handiwork ii 
flower petals and blossom fragrance; also in t 
rare Providential care which becomes apparen 
with closer acquaintance. Wallace Nutting 
once said that his special artistic talent coi 
sisted in “knowing where to sit down.” Vaca 
tionists often lack this fine art by making t 
mistake of sitting amidst scenes of debaucher 
and lust. Esau missed what Isaac Walton dis 
covered. Millet, French artist, reaped a ha: 
vest in the plain country of Barbison, whi 
aristocrats dissipated in the nearby forest 
Fontainebleau. The Psalmist helps us by h: 
experience. 

e 


Discouraged Fishermen 
Luke 5:4. “Launch out into the deep... new 
on the right side.” John 21:6. 


In both of these instances Jesus offers ett 
couragement to discouraged fishermen; bu 
with farther thought that they are discipla 
and will appreciate the fuller meaning of h 
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ggestion. There was always a spiritual 
eaning back of his miracles. 

I. Here is emphasis upon deeper thoughtful- 
ess and a rebuke to superficial effort in both 
usiness and religion. Success in agriculture, 
anking and statesmanship these days depends 
pon “looking deeper.’’ Also in Bible study, 
orship and evangelism. No alibi were offered 
y the disciples, or shallow excuses. But there 
ith an effort with expectancy and faith. 


II. Doing the old task over again with the 
mpathy of Jesus gives new incentives and 
al. Robert Moffatt was seven years in 
frica before the first convert was made. 
Starting under new management’’—is a sign 
ten seen at the beginning of the year over 
store that has failed. Thus an after-Easter 
solution should read. 


III. This promise holds only regarding the 
eeper issues of life; those disciples could not 
op with mere fish. They were led onward to 
e depths of Kingdom enlistment and soul de- 
lopment. Philips Brooks failed as a Latin 
acher of boys; but succeeded in leading many 
ung men later into the deeper issues of life. 
IV. This is a three-fold appeal—to reason, 
ith and resolution. 


e 
rings and Palm Trees, for Life’s Journey 


nd they came to Elim, where were twelve 
springs and seventy palm trees. Ex. 15:27. 


This ancient wilderness journey record is 
uch more than a paragraph in ancient history. 
is a parabolic outline of life’s journey for 
ch one of us. We need to recall that :— 


I. There is no desert without some springs 
d palm trees. It requires faith and pa- 
ence to believe this; along with time-tried 
perience. The Psalmist speaks of rest in green 
stures ... also the discipline of rod and staff 
d of the “valley of the shadow.” 


II. Faith recalls the nearness of God, at all 
mes; and a Father’s helpful leading. Moses 
sted the bitter waters of Marah, but was led 
ter to the shrub near-by, which turned the 
tter into sweetness. Blind Fanny Crosby 
uld sing, ‘All the way my Savior leads me’”’ 
-and the Psalmist—‘‘Surely goodness and 
ercy shall follow me... house of the Lord 
rever.”’ 

III. The good traveler proves his title by 
eerful adaptation and orientation amidst 
range environments; thereby making the life 
urney a triumph. Thus, with the use of best 
eans and a faith that perseveres through the 
reary wastes, we will look for the shrub of 
‘arah that will turn the bitter to sweet. Paul 
as such a traveler, amidst shipwrecks and 
aprisonments; as was Livingstone amidst his 
ingle wanderings. 
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JIGUSTHCAR TEACH OnE 


FINDERS, KEEPERS; LOSERS, WEEPERS 


(Speaker have man’s wallet, containing 
money, papers, and cards, etc., on the desk, sup- 
posedly a wallet recently found by someone, and 
to be returned to the owner). 


“See the find just turned in by one of our 
boys.”’ These are the words just spoken to me 
by one of our group leaders, and we must see 
what it is, and then there are some other things 
we must find out about it. Whatis it? (Await 
answers). What more must we learn? (Await 
Answers). To whom it belongs, and how we can 
return it. Some would add another condition 
to it, and that is, “How much will the reward 
be for returning it?” 

We'll talk about the ownership, and the re- 
turn first, and then consider the reward. How 
do we find out to whom it belongs? (Answers). 
Suppose there are no cards, letters, or printed 
identification, what do we do? All right, now 
suppose we have done all that, and we think 
we have the owner’s name and address, the 
next step is to deliver it. How should we do 
this? (Answers). Now, why go to all this 
trouble? Why not just keep it? Let’s see, 
there is money here, we could go to shows, buy 
some things we have wanted, give mother a 
present, maybe get a pair of roller skates. Why 
return it? (Allow time for ample discussion). 


Well, it looks as though most of the folks 
here think it should be returned, and the reason 
is, “the wallet belongs to someone else.”’ We 
could not spend this money when it belongs to 
someone else, and really enjoy the things. Now 
what makes us feel that way? Yes, we have 
learned to know the difference between right 
and wrong, and it is not right to keep anything 
that belongs to another person, without making 
every possible effort to find the owner and re- 
turn it to him. All we need to do is to think 
of the Golden Rule, and it is all settled. We 
can read the Golden Rule in Matt. 7:12. 


Now, we still have the question of the re- 
ward. Must the owner give us a reward when 
we return his wallet? (Answers). Of course, 
it is all right to take money for returning the 
wallet, if you feel you must be paid for being 
honest, but I’m wondering how many people 
really want to be paid for being honest? 
Wouldn’t you feel better if you had been hon- 
est and upright, just because that is what Christ 
teaches us to be, rather than getting a reward 
in money? How about a reward in conscience? 
There is something to that, if we think it over, 
and after you have found the happiness of just 
having done the right thing without any money 
reward, you want to do it again, and each time 

a e pleasant and easier. Let’s try 
Qf éhaye chance! 


Religion 
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CROSS-COUNTRY HIGHWAYS 


(Speaker have supply of state and national 
highway maps. Make up your list of questions 
to arouse interest of children, especially the 
purpose of correct maps giving routes. Apply 
the route idea to all life). 


Once upon a time two boys were coming 
home from a vacation trip with their parents, 
and Preston, the older of the two boys, was 
sitting beside his father pointing out the turns 
and curves and stops in the route, as it was 
shown on the map they had secured at a gas 
station along the way. Suddenly they were all 
aware that they were lost. They could not see 
any route signs, the road was not very good, 
and they did not know whether they should 
turn right or left. Finally father decided to 
stop and examine the signs. With the aid of his 
flashlight, he read a number of signs and ad- 
vertisements, and then the light played on a 
sign which read, “Turn around and go back to 
Rounte 71. Take the road to the right for 
western cities.”’ And then he read, ‘Honestly 
what’s your hurry anyway?” 

Rey. Ralph Webber, who tells this story, 
adds, ‘‘so often had this mistake been made by 
impatient, hurrying people that some thought- 
ful person had put up this sign so that careless 
tourists could find their way without too much 
loss of time.” 

This story is an example of what we do in our 
work and lives from day to day. We rush 
along into one thing or another, without think- 
ing much about where we are going, and after 
we have spent much precious time and energy, 
we find we are lost. The thing we hurried into 


must be undone, and then it must be made 


right. Of course, it is impossible to make 
plans and maps for everyone, as highway maps 
are made, but there is a book of rules and 
routes that covers every possible thing that 
we could possibly undertake to do. What is 
this book of rules? (Answers). Yes, the 
Bible! We learn about these rules from week 
to week as we attend mid-week services, and 
at Sunday School and during the various 
Church services. 

The book of rules telling us how to live, what 
to do when we make a mistake, how to help 
others who have made mistakes or lost their 
way, is the most important book there is, and 
learning what the rules are and how to apply 
them to our own lives is the most important 
thing in the world to every person. If we spend 
time learning how to live so our lives will count 
for something, so we don’t make so many mis- 
takes, lose our way and have to go back to find 
it. When things trouble us, or we are dis- 
couraged because we are lost, the Bible tells 
us what to do. God watches over us, and since 
He made the book of rules as a guide, we can 
follow it with confidence. When things go 
right with us, we have much to be thankful 
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for, and the book of rules tells us what to de 
about that. It is just as much fun to look up 
these rules in the Bible, as it is to follow vaca: 


tion route maps. 
e 


PRAYERS 


CHRISTIAN F. REISNER 


Strengthen our spirits to smile in al. 
weathers; stimulate our zeal to endure whats 
ever the difficulties. Stabilize our patience tc 
stand attacks placidly; sensitize our minds to 
recognize specific guidance day by day, C 
Helper of Humans. 

e 

Guide us to use vacation days as becometh 
a son, O Father, to store up for tomorrow’? 
strains. Stifle selfish isolation, and saturate 
with a sunshine that dissolves chilling doubtss 
Set us in some quiet spot where meditation re: 
veals needs and revives our spirits, O Shephero 
of the Hills. 

e 

We thank Thee, O Maker of Men, for marvel!’ 
ous bodies, for minds capable of good cheer 
for mellowed hearts which shed love every 
where, for memories which banish blues by 
identifying blessings and for a masterful soun 
that fellowships with Thy Spirit, O God o> 
Might. 

i} 

Dignify our common toil, O Carpenter on 
Nazareth, with ideals of service, insight of reae 
values, inhibitions of self belittlement, im: 
pulses of affection, inspiring songs of hope 
and industrious patience. 

e | 

For inspiring deeds of men, for the intellii 
gent instruction of teachers, for the impassive 
endurance of noble sufferers, for the intrepica 
record of pioneers and for the interesting rous 
tine of everyday life, we thank Thee, O God o> 
all ages. 


O Thou who art the only origin of all that isi 
good and fair and true, unto Thee I lift up my: 
soul. O God, let Thy Spirit now enter ou: 
hearts, now as we pray this prayer, let not any 
place within us be closed to keep Thee out. 

O God, give us the power to follow after thar 
which is good, bless all our undertakings anc 
cause them to prosper in Thy glory. Let ul 
not hold to any undertaking on which we dare 
not ask Thy blessing. O God, bless every 
member of this congregation, every member in 
every household. Allow us not to harbour ir 
our hearts a jealous feeling or bitterness on 
anger toward any brother man. Now, as we 
pray this prayer, help us to resolve to forgive 
every feeling of ill-will and offence, and offe: 
generous forgiveness to those who seek us. 

O Holy Spirit of God, as we rise from thes« 
acts of devotion, let that mind be in us which 
was also in Christ Jesus. Amen.—R. 
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ridge Anchored to the Rocks 
eb. 6:19. “Anchoring the soul to it safe and 
sure” (Moffatt). 

When Telford was completing his great 
oad, he was baftled by the problem of how to 
ross the Menai Straits, and he was daunted 
y it. Not far from Llangollen he saw a small 
uspension bridge which crossed a brawling 
orrent; and, noticing how its strain and stress 
ere taken by the earth, he saw his way of 
olution. When the bridge which bears his 
ame was completed he anchored it securely, 
ot to something men made, but to the rocks 
hich were already there when wild Britons 
ad rowed over to Mona, warning the Druids 
hat the dread legions were coming. So, as we 
ook back, we see, in the short span of that 
nique Life which stayed the stress of earthly 
roblems upon the Eternal Nature of God, 
he way we are ourselves bidden to accept for 
ridging our gulfs of trouble. Our founda- 
ion is in the known, abiding Love, and it is a 


ree gift from on high.—Harold S. Darby. 
e 


tmosphere of Christ’s Affection 


hil. 1:8. “I yearn for you all with the affection 
of Christ Jesus himself.” 
There is a place in France which is famed 
or hunting. But here is one season when no 
unting can be done. In the woods there grows 
lily with a very strong and fragrant perfume. 
When it is in bloom the air is so full of frag- 
ance, that the hounds cannot follow the scent. 
The affection of Christ was like that. It made 
such an atmosphere that the attraction of evil 
lost is power.—Dr. James Reid in The British 
Weekly. 
e@ 
Protecting Plymouth Rock 


John 3:19. “Loved darkness rather than light, 
because their deeds were evil.” 

Plymouth Rock, cherished by Americans be- 
cause of its significance in their national his- 
tory, has become the prey of souvenir hunters. 
Visitors to the historic site have been gradu- 
ally chipping it away, so that they might have 
bits to take home, until the existence of the 
rock itself is imperiled. 

A canopy was erected over the rock by the 
American Association of Colonial Dames; and 
for a long time guards were patrolling the area 
continuously. But during the long-continued 
period of depression a policy of economy be- 
came necessary; and when this was inaugu- 
rated the guards were withdrawn. Vandals at 
once began their operations. As a result, the 
municipality at Plymouth has arranged t9 
train electric lights on the rock continuously 
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Meaewes TR ATO NS 


WILLIAM J. HART, D.D. 


during the night. It was felt that no vandal 
would carry on his destructive work when the 
spotlight is thrown upon him. 

e 


Brains 
If Chron. 9:1. “To prove. . 
tions.” 

If it’s brains you’re looking for, I’ve just 
heard of one you’ll be bound to respect. Out in 
Omaha, Nebraska, the officials who hire men for 
the Farm Credit Bureau have one of those 
highly scientific intelligence tests to which 
every candidate is subjected. Up to a few days 
ago, these tests included a couple of catch 
questions—the kind that couldn’t be answered. 
You proved you had brains by not trying to 
answer them. Well, all went according to plan 
until a young University of Iowa graduate 
turned up for the exams. He was asked the two 
questions—and to the horror of the scientists 
he answered both of them. Here they are, with 
his answers. 

“How long,” read the questions, “is a piece of 
string?” 

“A piece of string,” said the bright boy from 
Iowa, “is twice as long as the distance between 
its center and either end.” Think over that one. 

“How far,” read the second question, “can a 
dog run into the woods?” 

To which the young Iowan answered: “A 
dog can run only half way into the woods. 
After that he’s running out of the woods.” 

The joke was on the scientists. But that’s 
only half the joke. For the test contained an- 
other question: one of the kind that you’d get 
away with in New York, but not in Omaha. 
Here it is: “If A gave a mortgage on a mule 
to B and the mule had a colt, who would own 
the colt?” And for that one the bright boy’s 
answer was: “A mule can’t have a colt.” Need- 
less to say—he got the job.—Stanley High in 


The Christian Herald. 
e 


. with hard ques- 


Opposed to Profanity 
Ex. 20:7. “Thou shalt not take the name of the 
Lord thy God in vain.” 

William H. Ridgway of Coatesville, Pa., gave 
this experience in The Sunday School Times: 

In the years gone by our company has ad- 
vertised considerably in the trade papers. Our 
copy has been different. Our slogan has been 
“Hook ’er to the Biler,’”’ and in many quarters 
Yours Truly is known as “Old Hook ’er to the 
Biler,” and “Old Hook’er,” for short. We natu- 
rally are vigorously solicited by all the other 
trade papers. One fellow in Cleveland sent us 
copies of his publications and solicited us over 
and over to take a page. He finally wrote, “TI 
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cannot understand why I cannot get a share of 
your business for our splendid medium. Pray 
tell me why.” To this I replied, “Yes, Pll tell 
you why. You begin your magazine with wise 
cracks. The very first line was this: ‘A man 
with a grouch is a fool.’ Now it so hap- 
pens that almost every prosperous concern 
this country is headed by a Christian or a godly 
man, like as not a church officer, Presbyterian 
elder, Methodist steward, Baptist deacon, 
Episcopal vestryman, Quaker trustee, or some 
other. I can’t afford to enter a man’s office with 
a cuss word on my lips. This is why I have no 
use for your kind of magazine.” 
@ 

One Right Behind Another 
Gen. 13:21. “And the Lord went before them 

by day in a pillar of cloud, to lead them the 

way.” 

Some years ago the editor of a popular pub- 
lication had an inspiration. He made up a 
list of men and women distinguished in art, 
religion, literature, commerce, politics and 
other lines, and to each he sent a telegram con- 
taining this question: “‘If you had but 48 hours 
to live, how would you spend them?”’ his pur- 
pose being to embody the replies in a sym- 
posium in a subsequent issue of his periodical. 

Among those who received copies of the in- 
quiry was a writer. He thought the proposi- 
tion over a spell, and then by wire, collect, sent 
back this answer: 

“One at a time.”—Irvin Cobb. 

e 


Need of a Sensitive Church 
Psa. 60:2. “Thou hast made the earth to 
tremble.” 

A sensitive church will be responsive to the 
life of the entire world, affirmed Bishop Edwin 
F. Lee, of Singapore, as he gave the following 
illustrations: 

“Some time ago it was my privilege to visit 
the scientific station on one of the mountains 
of the Philippines. We were up five thousand 
feet. I found there a seismograph placed on 
a solid foundation that went down deep into 
the earth. This delicate instrument, with its 
almost human hand guiding the pencil, draws 
a comparatively straight line across the paper 
when the earth is steady. When there is a dis- 
turbance there is a waving line, and when there 
is a pronounced disturbance the lines are 
sharply indicated up and down, which show 
that an earthquake has shaken a portion of the 
earth. Some of the records indicated a dis- 
turbance in the Sunda Sea to the West of 
Java, near Krakatoa, another indicated a dis- 
turbance in Japan, while still another showed 
that the earth was atremble in the Andes re- 
gion clear across the seas in South America.” 

@ 
Results Understood When Cause is Known 
Psa. 95:4. “In his hand are the deep places 
of the earth.” Psa. 95:5. “The sea is Wego” 
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There is a shelf down below the sea South: 
of the Sulu archipelago which the coast an: 
geodetic survey has found indicates a shary 
drop. The water in this section is very dis 
turbed and small boats navigate with greag 
difficulty. To one sailing the surface there i; 
no indication as to the cause of this, but unde 
neath it is clearly revealed. 

This illustration was given by Bishop Edwin 
F. Lee, who said: “When one knows th: 
cause, the result is understood.” 

e 


Blind Matheson Saw More Sunshine 
Than Shadow 
Ezek. 3:15. “And I sat where they sat.” 
“Have I not been with you for thirteen years 
in sunshine and in shadow?—and the sunshine 
has been more than the shadow.” Thus spoke 
Dr. George Matheson, the blind preacher ana 
the author of the hymn, “O Love That Wil 
Not Let Me Go.” The occasion was the close o= 
his ministry at St. Bernard’s Church, Edin. 
burgh, and when he was tendered a great fare 
well in the Freemasons’ Hall of the city on 
November 17, 1899. Matheson was then fifty: 
seven years of age, and he lived until August? 
1906, but did not accept another pastorate. Hisi 
closing days were mainly devoted to writing» 
His farewell address was said to be of the mosis 
remarkable to which the people had ever lis- 
tened. Said the speaker: 


“cc 


... I have been with you in your Canas, i 
your Nains, in your Bethanys. The cord be- 
tween us has been an unbroken cord, and it is 
still undissolved... 
e 
April 
Song of Sol. 2:12. “The flowers appear on thet 
earth; the time of the singing birds i. 
come.” 
Our resolutions can not vie with April, fo 
April is the wonder month of spring. And old 
loves live again beneath the lilacs, and hearts} 
that mourned awake once more and sing. Ther 
is a vividness about the skyline; there is a vital. 
urge in waking trees. There is a call in every 
winding river. There is an invitation on each 
breeze. 
When meadows are a velvet spreading car- 
pet, when woodlands hint of hidden loveliness 
when perfume is a part of every minute, andl 
orchards are a visual caress—then it is time toa 
make a resolution, one that involves desire to bes 
gay. To live with beauty through the shining? 
hours, to drain the melody from every day. 
Youth is so fleet—and life itself is fleeting.. 
Thus God—whose Hand has given us this eart 
—is glad to have us thrill to sound and color, is& 
glad to lend us poetry and mirth. And we whod 
walk through April lanes unseeing—and wes 
who frown above a garden place—are answer- 
ing God’s bounty very strangely, are in a way’ 


unconscious of His grace!—_Margaret E. Sang- 
ster. 


BO eeAND SOCIETY 


ele PHELAN, D.D. 


Luke 15:10. “Joy in the presence of the angels 
over one sinner that repenteth.” 


Jonathan Edwards, the prince of thoughtful 
reachers of his day is credited with saying 
at “the joy of the saints in heaven is greatly 
ugmented by the misery of the sinners in 
ell.” Today, Christendom says: ‘‘Not so.” 
ut if we had lived in his day, we probably 
ould have among the first as Christians—to 
ubscribe to this now discredited belief. Just 
o, a few of us have outgrown slavery, heresy- 
ials, child labor and war. With ‘Rooms for 
ent” in every block, there is still room for im- 
rovement, 

e 


Peter 1:10. “Of which salvation the prophets 
have inquired and searched diligently.” 


Geographical location and climatic tempera- 
ure are not the only factors which explain 
rogress. South America was colonized by 
en in search of gold—North America by men 
search of God. The search is still on. The 
eatest discovery and by the Greatest Discov- 
rer in the World was when ‘“‘the Son of Man 
same to seek and to save that which was lost.” 


att. 3:12 . “Whose fan is in his hand, and he 
will thoroughly purge his floor.” 


A question in Qualitative Christianity! The 
urvey and book called ‘‘Re-Thinking Mis- 
ions’? caused a severe pain to many who were 
at ease in Zion” or Fairyland. Would a simi- 
ar research in “Re-Thinking Organized Reli- 
ion” in America, and covering the past three 
ecades produce a stroke of apoplexy? We 
on’t know, but we might suggest one possible 
nteresting chapter, namely, “Church Diplo- 
acy, or the Art and Power of Centralized Con- 


roi.” 
e 


s. 40:5. “Many, O Lord my God, are thy won- 
derful works.” 


Of the millions of discoveries and inventions 
ade by man there are only three that are 
acked with revolutionary force: The discov- 
ry of the solar system and of the earth’s revo- 
ution around the sun, by Galileo and Coper- 
icus in the 17th century; the discovery of 
volution by Darwin and others in the 19th cen- 
ury; the increased knowledge of the HUMAN 
SOUL in our own day. 


1 Sam. 18:29. “And the king said, Is the young 


man Absalom safe?” 
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Jazz waves, war waves and crime waves have 
nearly made a wreck of all of us. Why then 
pick on modern youth? Of course, many are 
“mystical,” “pantheistic,” “disorganized” and 
“too rash,” “impulsive,” ‘“disconnected” and 
“irrational” to be taken seriously—but not all. 
There are more kinds of youth than the well- 
know “57 varieties.” But they can’t take away 
youth’s loyalties and enthusiasms entirely. 
Their “impetuousity” often has marked merit. 


Be not deceived! A Christian Society does 
not kill off each year, nearly 6000 Tuberculosis 
Victims; over 30,000 Auto Victims; and 500,000 
or more scared and scarred Life Victims. With 
a human sacrifice of nearly 17,000 mothers in 
child-birth each year—we may still carry the 
trade-mark, but we have much to learn of the 
supreme worth of the individual as taught by 
Christ. 

e 


A Christian Society will not give a maxumum 
emphasis to minor moralities and a minimum 
notice to major sins. We must have a larger 
place for the development and application of 
PROTECTIVE and PREVENTIVE measures, 
rather than a resort to traditional so-called 
CURATIVE and REMEDIAL agencies. In so 
doing, we shall not only curtail excessive over- 
head, but check the growth of the physical or 
moral disease before it even starts. 


We sing in hearty unison: “Throw out the 
Life-line’”—even the rafters ring. 

But why not put a greater thickness on the 
ship’s keel, place a more competent crew and 
officers aboard? Perhaps the needle of the 
ship’s compass also need rechecking. Well- 
ordered lives seldom need “life-lines” and 
“bread-lines.” Let’s find out just where we are 
going, and our likelihood of arriving before we 
start. Of course, we shall need POISE and a 
WORKING PHILOSOPHY for our journey— 
that’s religion. 


The Human Scenario! Six stages of growth 
from savagery: Improvement in the means of 
subsistence; growth of political and social in- 
stitutions; development of language and liter- 
ature; classifying of thought in philosophy and 
science; evolution in art and culture; establish- 
ing systems of religion and morality. A sure- 
cure for race prejudice is to know the contribu- 
tions of other nations besides one’s own. The 
Romans, Greeks, Jews and other peoples of 
Europe, Asia and Africa existed long before we 
even blew our whistle. “And God hath made of 
one blood all nations of men to dwell upon the 
earth.” “Keep humble.” 
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THE PARADOXES OF JESUS 


By Ralph W. Sockman, Ph. D., D. D., Pastor of Christ 
Church (Methodist Episcopal) in the City of New 
York. Abingdon. 264 pp. $2.00. 

The book grew, largely, out of Dr. Sockman’s lectures 
given recently at Yale University on the Kent Shaffer 
Memorial Foundation. The paradoxes of Jesus, chal- 
lenge one’s ability to find their hidden but inspiring 
They include The Simple Gospel; The Evaders 
of Unavoidable; The Reasons for the Unreasonable; The 
Conservative Revolutionary; The Good Tempter; The 
Tolerant Dictator; The Strict Liberator; The Lifting 
Yoke; The Meek Master; The Independent Co-operator; 
The Unselfish Profit Motive; The Mammon of Righteous- 
ness; The Prudence in Providence; The Trustful Fear; 
The Loving Enemies; The Peaceful Sword; and The 
Winning Losers (A) Finding by Losing (B) Who Save 
by Spending (C) Who Live by Dying. Sockman reveals 
the deep, hidden treasure of Jesus’ Paradoxes). 

Dr. Sockman interprets the paradoxes so clearly and 
inspiringly that all who accept their glorious meaning 
will become ‘‘life-changers,’’ in the deepest meaning. 
This book is fresh, inspiring to all who seek the Jesus’ 
Way of Life, in his paradoxes. 


e 
THE EXPERIMENTAL LOGIC OF JESUS 


By Ralph Waldo Emerson, Professor of Philosophy and 
the Philosophy of Religion, Phillips University, Enid, 
Okla. Revell. 452 pp. $3.00. 

This is the work of a genuine thinker who seeks to 
relate the life of Jesus to his teaching in the Gospels. He 
does not reject the traditional explanation of Jesus’ 
teaching, but seeks to discover what that teaching is, 
in the light of the Gospel and of Christianity. It com- 
bines a new view of Jesus as the world’s Supreme 
leader in thought and spirituality, and as the Messiah 
of our age. It is not too much to say of this book that 
it reveals a new, emergent Christianity. This is a book 
for thinkers. 

Part one of this book deals with, The Presuppositions 
of Jesus! Experience and Faith; The Basis of Jesus’ 
Presuppositions; God the Father and Jesus’ Relation to 
Him; Man and His World; Man as Moral and Free; and, 
Man as Morally Teachable. Part two, discusses Jesus’ 
Procedure and Teaching-devices; The Logie of Jesus; 
Theory; The Role of Language; The Laboratory of the 
Kindergarten; The Developing Laboratory of Human 
Life and Society; Foretelling Prophecy; Golgotha; 
Eternal Life; and the Judgment. Part three: Jesus’ 
Program for Christians; Believing, Doing and Knowing; 
The Comforter; The Manual of the Second Laboratory; 
The Task: Its Relation to Rival Religions; The Task: 
Its Relation to Politics and Statecraft: The Task: Its 
Relation to Trade and Industry; and Truth and Free- 
dom in Process. 


meaning. 


e 
TRENDS OF CHRISTIAN THINKING 


By Charles S. Macfarland, D. D., General Secretary 
Emeritus, The Federal Council of the Churches of 
Christ in America. Revell. 207 pp. $1.50. 

This is the second volume on this topic by Dr. Mac- 
farland. The author has given the gist of about two 
hundred and seventy-five significant volumes, and, in 
some instances, has given his own “reactions” to them. 
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In his closing chapter, he reviews some thirty-six boob 
which indicate the main currents of Christian thinkinr 
This volume, will be found invaluable to studious mivzi 
isters who wish to know what are the “‘present trends 
Christian thinking.” 

e@ 
WE ARE ABLE 


By Luther A. Weigle, Sterling Professor of Religiow 
Education in Yale University, and Dean of the Divixi 
ity School. Harpers. 98 pp. $1.00. 

More than a thousand ministers have been traine 
in his classes. He has a message for our times. Thi} 
is the fifty-first volume in Harpers Pulpit Series. Des 
Weigle’s sermon titles in this book are: ‘Imaginatic 
and Objectiorty of Mind,” “But If Not,’ “The Jonah-— 
Motive in Modern Life,’’ ‘““Be Not Anxious,” ‘‘Prayer 4 
Fellowship,” ‘‘Love Your Enemies,” “Taking the King 
dom by Violence,” “The Gospel for a Day of Disillusion: 
“We Are Able,” and “The Realism of Jesus.’’ 

@ 


THE ART OF LIVING 


By Norman Vincent Peale, D. D., Minister of Marbé 

Collegiate Church, New York City. Abingdon. 144 p: 
$1.00. 

Dr. Peale has a helpful message for all on how t 
develop personality, to conquer moral weakness, and t 
be rid of worry and fear. Dr. Peale speaks the languag 
of the common people and helps them to understam 
themselves and the Gospel of Christ. He teaches tH 
workable technique of spiritual power. His topics i 
this volume are: Meet Yourself, How to Banish Worry 
Taking Time to Live, How to Have Peace of Mind, th 
Discovering of Happiness, The Escape from Fear, TH 
Technique of Spiritual Power, How to Live in a Ti 
Like This, Christ’s Healing Power, and ‘““Why Not T 
God?” 

@ 
MAKING A GO OF MARRIAGE 


By Elmer E. Ferris. Revell. 252 pp. $1.50. 

Written in colloquial language this book serves as 
warning, against the wide prevalence of divorce; an 
gives sound counsel on how to achieve and maintain 
happy and successful marriage. The author has had 
wide and very useful career as teacher, minister, lawye 
and business man. He has counselled hundreds c 
young people on how to make a “go” of marriage. 
keeps in close touch with the younger generation, ane 
gives them sound counsel on the everyday problems an 
opportunities of marriage, and on how to build up happe 
family life. This book deals sensibly with importa 
aspects of marriage. A splendid book for ministers ti 
give to young married couples. 

@ 
THE LIFE OF EDWARDS AMASA PARK, S. T. D 

LL.D., ABBOT PROFESSOR, ANDOVER THEOLOGE 

CAL SEMINARY. 


By Frank Hugh Foster, Ph. D., S. T. D., Emeritus Pri 
fessor of Church History, Oberlin Graduate School 
Theology. Foreword by Walter Marshall Hortor 
Revell. 275 pp. $2.75. 

Dr. Foster has written a stimulating biography o% 
Park, who in his day was the greatest preacher of New 
England. Some of his sermons were masterpieces. As. 
teacher, he was a stirrer up of the minds of his pupils 
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MODERN BOOKCASES FO® MODEST BUDGET 
. Only $17.19 FOR A 


COMPLETE 3 SECTION 
fandstront, 
“IT GROWS WITH YOUR LIBRARY® 
SECTIONAL BOOKCASE 
Sold direct from Factory 
on 30-day approval 
Furnished in different materi- 
als, designs and finishes, impart- 
ing almost any desired effect. 
Write for Catalog No. E87 show- 
ing other new attractive designs 
at correspondingly low prices. 


The C. J. LUNDSTROM MFG. CO. 


(Established 1899) Little Falls, N. Y. 
New York Showroom: 180 West 42nd St. (Tel. Wis. 7-8663) 


Sunday School Literature 


Strictl y-Non-Sectarian 


Quarterlies and Papers 
following the 
International Uniform Lesson Topics 
including an 


Advanced Quarterly 


in monthly parts 


Samples sent on application by 
any Sunday School Official. 


Address 
UNION GOSPEL PRESS 
BOX 6059 CLEVELAND, OHIO 


e “stabbed their minds wide awake” by his wit, 
reasm, learning and deep piety. He was the last of the 
reat Calvinistic theologians. 

The story of Dr. Park’s life and work is eminently 


orth reading. 
e 


E GOSPEL OF MARK 


B. Harvie Branscomb, M. A., Ph. D., Professor of 
New Testament, Duke University. Harper. 314 pp. 
$3.50. 

This volume belongs to The Moffatt New Testament 
ommentary, a series based on Moffatt’s New Transla- 
on of the New Testament. These treatments are writ- 
in as far as possible for ‘“‘The Greekless,’’ but are 
sed upon first-hand study of the Greek original. In 
any respects, clearness of style, arrangement of mate- 
al, skill of exposition, the present book is a valuable 
ne. The scholarship is adequate and the text very 
vadable. Many hard places are ingeniously analyzed, 
ad interesting solutions offered. Devoted study and 
astery of the material are eveywhere manifest. Yet one 
somehow left with the impression that the heart of the 
Peter has not been reached. Everything is so cool, so 
sasonable, so objective. Bengel’s dictum that it is the 
eart that makes the theologian cannot have impressed 
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|ABINGDON 
——NEW BOOKS" 


The Future 
of Christianity 


By EDGAR SHEFFIELD BRIGHTMAN 


Professor of Philosophy, Boston University 


This book sets forth clearly the difference between 
religious and scientific knowledge. It interprets the 
future of the Bible, the Church, and faith in God, 
offering a philosophy of hope for the future of hu- 
manity in spite of present nationalistic and economic 


strife. Net, $1.50 


The Validity of 


Religious Experience 
By ALBERT C. KNUDSON 


Dean of Boston University School of Theology 


“This is holy dynamite. Terse, tangible, concrete, 
explosive, it blasts mechanism, humanism. author- 
itarianism, and atheism, with its discriminating and 
devastating logic. [t ought to clear out a lot of the 
pseudo-empiricistic debris which has cluttered u 

religious thought for the last twenty years.”’— Prof. 


Earl Marlatt. Net, $2.00 


Swords or Plowshares? 
By EARL CRANSTON 


Chairman of History and Political Science 
University of Redlands, California 


There are many books on peace and war, but none 
which attacks the problem as does this one, through 
a combination of the historical and religious ap- 
proaches, at times verging upon the dramatic, but 
at all points appealing for and stimulating tolerant 


thought and study on the part of the reader. 
Net, $2.00 


At the Better Bookshops 


THE ABINGDON PRESS 


NEW YORK CINCINNATI CHICAGO 
BOSTON PITTSBURGH SAN FRANCISCO 
DETROIT KANSAS CITY PORTLAND, ORE. 


A Worthwhile Investment... 


Many pastors of large and small churches 
throughout the nation have found the 
Sheldon All-Aluminum Bulletins a worth- 
while investment for they more than pay 
for themselves through increased at- 
tendance. 


Why not investigate the possibility of 
your church having such a bulletin? A 
penny post card will bring you a catalog 
with descriptions and prices. 


THE ASHTABULA SIGN COMPANY 


Box 138EH Ashtabula, Ohio 
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this commentator. One wonders, moreover, whether a 
Christ who can be so competently taken apart, analyzed, 
appraised by any contemporary scholar, can be much of 
a Christ after all. His prodigious influence in history is 
left without adequate explanation. Certainly He has no 
likeness to the Eternal Word, in Whom the Church has 
ever believed, but Whom this volume does not profess 
to believe in. The supernatural, a category which this 
commentator would doubtless regard as unscientific and 
outmoded, is everywhere explained away. One quota- 
tion must suffice to show the point of view, which is 
merely a repristination of 18th century bald rationalism ; 
speaking of the healing miracles of Jesus, the author 
says, ‘‘When one remembers the deep impression which 
Jesus made upon all who came in contact with Him, 
foes as well as friends, one has little inclination to doubt 
that mental and even bodily effects could have been 
produced by His words and personal influence, This, of 
course, was not the way in which these experiences 
were explained by the first Christians. To them they 
were proofs of His supernatural power, and the accounts 
were accepted and retold in an uncritical spirit. The 
cycle of stories of healings became a major item in the 
Christian apologetic.” One lays down this book with, 
sorrow that good gifts and hard work have been ex- 
pended for such meager results.—P. H. R. 


MID-WEEK SERVICES 


SHIRLEY SWETNAM STILL 


Out-door meetings for many congregations 
continue through August. 


I. The Value of Play 


Song, “He’s My Friend.” 

Responsive reading, Psalm 148. 

Song, ‘‘When Love Shines In.” 

Prayer, that we may develop “‘in favor with 
God and men.” 

Song, “Brighten the Corner Where You 
Are.” 

Round-table or open forum, using the follow- 
ing or similar questions: 

1. What is play? 

2. Why is play necessary? 
a. When is one old enough to leave off play- 
ing? 

4. When is play wrong? 

5. What kinds of play are always wrong? 

6. What is constructive play? 

7. What is the meaning of “fair play?” 
How may we teach this ideal? 

8. What is basically wrong when people 
grow angry at play? 

9. How may we overcome the tendency to 
grow angry in playing? 

10. How can we get the shy, difficult people 
to take part in play? 

11. Name five profitable forms of recreation. 

Song, “It’s Just Like His Great Love.” 
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THE TEXT OF THE MAJOR FESTIVALS OF TE 
MENOLOGION IN THE GREEK GOSPEL LE: 
TIONARY. 


By Morgan Ward Redus. 
Text of the Greek New Testament. 
ber 2. The University of Chicago Press. 
25 cents. 

These studies which are being conducted under ti 
direction of Professors E. C. Colwell and D. W. Rida 
of the Department of New Testament and Early Chré 
tian Literature of the Divinity School of the Universii 
of Chicago will be of interest to such readers of tt 
“Expositor” as are able to follow them into the technica 
but important minutiae of textual criticism. The te« 
consists of a selection of Scripture passages relatin 
to the days in the Church year dedicated to the Lov 
the Theotokos (God-Bearer, i.a, the Virgin Mary), an 
numerous saints. ‘Fhe subjects of investigation is tt 
character of the readings found in these lections f% 
the greater festivals, their classification, the group) 
families and Mss. with which they agree. Both tt 
processes and results of these highly technical studii 
in a little developed field can be appreciated only 
those who have had a long apprenticeship in this so« 
of research, yet we can be grateful for the skilled am 
patient scholars whose labors in this field have oftet 
yielded results of unexpected value and real importana: 

—P.H.R.. 


Studies in the Lectionasg 
Volume II. Num 
34 FF) 


Benediction. 


II. Beloved Books 

Song, “Standing on the Promises.” 

“Wonderful Words of Life.” 

“Tell Me the Story of Jesus.” 

Three readings about Books, by three peopla 

ib, Wee, ae ySycalil., 
2. Neh. 8:1-3. 
8. Rev. 20):11-15. 

Hymn, “TI Love to Tell the Story.” 

Prayer. 

General participation, ask everyone who wi: 
to tell of a book which has helped him morall! 
or spiritually, or which has in some fashion in 
spired him‘to do better. 

Hymn, “There’s a Dear and Precious Book. . 

Talk, “Great Books You Ought to Read,” b¢ 
a qualified book-lover. 

Talk, “The book of Books.” 

Song, “Is My Name Written There?” 

Benediction. 

e 
III. A Meeting by the Waterside 

Song, “Shall We Gather at the River?” 

Bible reading, Psalm 1, (while a violin plays 
softly, “Trees,” by Joyce Kilmer). 

Prayer. 

Hymn, “On Jordan’s Stormy Banks I Stand.’. 

Stories about Bible Rivers, by people wh: 
have studied, 
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Complete Coverage 


Life, Health and 


Accident Insurance 
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obligation, you may have all 
the information on it. 


THE MINISTERS LIFE 
AND CASUALTY UNION 
100A WEST FRANKLIN, MINNEAPOLIS 


Church THindows 


ST. JOSEPH ART GLASS WORKS 
802-808 N. Second St., St. Joseph, Mo. 


Designers and Manufacturers of Art, Stained, 

and Ecclesiastical Glass 

Send us the sizes and shapes of your windows 
and we will submit quotations 


—Soez 


A Whole Year for $1.00 


THE ILLUSTRATOR 


makes Sunday-school teaching a pleasure 


Write for Special Introductory Prices for 
Sunday Schools 


‘HE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Ave., New York 
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Large or Small Rooms 


As Occasion Demands 
\ X J1TH Wilson Sectionfold Partitions a large room 
can be easily and quickly subdivided into several 
small ones, suitable for meetings and classes of various 
sizes. Adaptable to old buildings as well as new. 
Send for 32 page Catalog No. r5 
THE J. G. WILSON CORPORATION 
ESTABLISHED 1876 
1841 Broadway New York City 


Offices in all principal cities 


ce you preached in your overalls you would 
be severely and justly criticized. You 
would be informed the costume was beneath 
the dignity of your calling, even though you 
may have delivered an excellent sermon. 

The minister who knows the value of good 
pulpit clothing often neglects the printed 
matter which represents the church. As your 
representative it should make a good ap- 
pearance. 

It is not necessary for you to distribute 
inferior parish papers when The National 
Religious Press will provide your church 
with a worth-while magazine at a minimum 
price —in fact, about one-fifth the price an 
ordinary printer charges. Mass production 
and standardization makes this possible. 


deen ne LU UEEEEEEE EERE 


The National Religious Press, 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 
Send me free of charge full particulars and samples, 


Croat Hee ee en ene ae eo 


(OS ee ee ee Sone HO SOE See et 
Exp.& H.R.: Aug. 
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WICKS 
ORGANS 


Famous for rich tone, beauty of 
design and skilled workmanship 
.. direct electric action, an exclu- 
sive feature; voicing by highly 
trained organ experts. There isa 


Wicks for any space, planned to 
meet individual conditions. 


No obligation is incurred bya 
survey, with advice, by a member 
of our staff. 


Send for free booklet 


WICKS ORGAN COMPANY 
HIGHLAND, ILLINOIS 


Priced from 


$920 


DEPT. 
E 


STANDARD 
CASES COURSE 


BIBLICAL EDUCATION 


Prepares for Christian Service 
and Entrance to Graduate 
Courses of a Theological Seminary. 


Semester 

WELL BALANCED COURSE Hours 
Arts cand @Sclencegiocccen occ ieee 62 
BiblicalmEducationie.nniientcmecke cee meee 62 
Four-Year Residence Course ......... 124 


DEGREE OF B.A.IN BIBLICAL ARTS 
Evangelical Co-educational 

Co-operating with the Churches 

Average Annual Emenee: Tuition, Room 

Board - - - - - 
Also courses for Pastor’s Assistant, Church 


Secretary and local church workers (diploma) 
Chartered in the American Theological Seminary 


APPLY NOW FOR SEPTEMBER CLASSES 
LIMITED ENROLLMENT 


WILMINGTON BIBLE COLLEGE 
WILMINGTON, DELAWARE 


$300 
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1. The rivers in Eden, Gen, 2:8-14. 

Song, “Beautiful Valley of Eden” o- 
stanza. 

2. The healing of Naaman, II Kings 5:9-1 


Song, “There Is a Fountain Filled wii 
Blood.” 

3. The Lord Jesus at the Jordan, Ma 
Biles lie 

Song, “What Can Wash Away My Sini 


(Nothing but the Blood of Jesus). 

Two orchestral or instrumental selection 
“Flow Gently, Sweet Afton,’ and Nevin 
“Gondoliers,’ from ‘‘A Day in Venice.” 


4. The river of life, Rev. 22:1-2. 
Song, ‘Master, the Tempest Is Raging.” 
Quartette, “Drifting Down.” 


Benediction. 
e 


IV. Things That We Know Are in Heaven. 


Chorus by Choir, “Hallelujah Chorus” | 
Handel. 

Congregation, ““No Night There.” 

General participation, in which each persa 
is asked to tell which promise about heave 
means most to him personally and why tha 
promise seems most precious. 

Songs to intersperse among the talks in tl 
general participation, 

“O That Will Be Glory.” 

“Beulah Land.” 

“The City of Dreams.” 

“My Saviour First of All.” 

“Where They Need No Sun.” 

Talk: Things we know will be in heaven-— 
A river. 

. Trees with leaves. 

7 Eeubs 

. Streets of gold. 

Walls and gates. 

. Angels, the redeemed, elders. 

Books. 

. Music, trumpets, harps, singing. 

A throne, God our Father, the Lord Jes 

Hymn, “We’ re Marching to Zion.” 

Talk: Things we know will not be 
heaven— 

. Tears. 

Death—conquered—is not there. 
. Night—no night. 

No darkness. 

No sun or moon. 

No temple. 

No sickness or pain. 

. No sea. 

No sighing. 

10. No end to all its joys. 

Hymn, “Sweet By and By.” 

Bible reading, by a man, John 14:1-3. 

Bible reading, in concert by the congrege 
tion, Rev. 21:18-27. 


Song, “Jerusalem, the Golden.” 
Benediction. 
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Bulletin Board Slogans 


very deed is a seed in the field of life. 

a going—if the way is safe and the end 
The way to God is through the heart of man. 
ove thy seen neighbor, if thou wouldst 
ow thy unseen God. 

Loose tongues get into tight places. 
Honesty is the measuring rod for dishonesty. 
Spiritual suicide is rife about us. 

Worry is more exhausting than work. 
Truth does not need a defender. 

The Bible is the route book through life. 
Listless prayer does not avail much. 

Any good thing carried too far becomes 
ious. 

Anger and fire soon smother without fuel. 
Thought makes a man. 

Prayer is essential in all walks of life. 
Religion makes most of us uncomfortable. 
Prayer is a failure, if you do not feel God. 
Soil conservation might well be applied to 
n’s souls. 

e 


Spirit of The Church 


(Continued from page 373) 


ll as to souls. She cannot, yea, she dare not, live 
of from human needs. She must serve ‘‘even as the 
of Man came not to be ministered unto, but to min- 
er and to give his life a ransom for many.” 


pirit of the Years, take these and put them into the 
rch, symbolizing the fact that for the church to live 
ane serve humanity. (Takes place at right on first 
el. 

pirit of the Years: (Places articles.) Delight thyself 
o in the Lord, And he will give thee the desires of 
heart. 


Herald: (Blows trumpet.) Behold, one overflowing 
h the joy of clean living, Behold, Recreation comes. 


Recreation: Greetings, Spirit of the Years and every- 
e. Let us be glad for the thrill of life. God hath given 
bodies to keep in health and strength. Through the 
erience of the race man has learned the necessity for 
iy to alternate with toil if we would keep healthy 
ysically and mentally. Today we live intensely. 
ere is a greater need for clean recreation that relaxes 
d recreates us physically and mentally. With a grow- 
machine age there is the coming of more leisure 
e. The church cannot wisely say “don’t” but rather 
must say, ‘Come and enjoy the best and cleanest 
d finest.” She must give serious thought to providing 
quate leadership in recreation in its varied forms, 
letics, dramatics, and hobbies or leisure time activi- 
s that provide opportunities for creative expression. 


Spirit of the Years, place this volley ball and racquet 
the church indicative of the church’s responsibility 
recreation of the physical man through play and this 
sk as symbolizing the opportunity for expression of 
eat truths through drama in the church. (Takes place 
left on stage level.) 

Spirit cf the Years: (Places articles.) Present your 
dies unto God, as instruments of righteousness, 
Herald: (Blows trumpet.) Hail, all Hail, Loyalty, we 
eet thee. 

Loyalty: Through the years it has been those who 
sre faithful and loyal to Divine Truth, and to the 
rvices of the church, through times that were easy and 
nes that were hard that have advanced the Kingdom 
God. Rain or shine, cold or hot all have been alike to 
e Loyal. It has been*the Loyal group who have kept 
e spiritual fires aglow, who have helped to keep the 
urch door always open for the preaching of the gospel 
d for moral and spiritual leadership in the community. 
\e faithful laymen and women have made possible the 
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Chancel Furniture 


Communion Tables, Baptismal Fonts, Bulletin and 
Hymn Boards, Registers, Collection Plates, Opera 
and Folding Chairs, etc. The finest furniture at 
factory-to-you prices. Tell us about your needs. 


DeMoulin Bros. & Co. 


1116 South Fourth St. Greenville, Illinois 
Since 1892 


Choir-Pulpit 
GOWNS 


Hangings, Bible Markers, 
etc. Fine materials, beau- 
tiful work. State your needs. 
Catalog and Samples 
on request 


DeMoulin Bros. & Co. 
1153 S. 4th St. Greenville, [Il. 


Pastors: Meet our 
New No. 8 ‘*Master DeLuxe 
Automatic Feed ‘‘Excellograph”’ 
Rotary Stencil Printer 
NEW Low Price—ONLY $42.50 
Other Models $19.75 Up Terms 
Illustrated Folder Free 


THIRD EDITION MINISTER’S MIMEO MANUAL 
of hundreds of Bulletin and Church Art Designs to 
trace on stencils, now ready for distribution. Limited 


number. Now Only - ee eae $5.00 
Electric Light Excelloscope Stencil Art Design Tracer 
Complete sae ="5 = srl ias =) <nk) (Ae = $7.50 


If you have a Stencil Duplicator, give us name and 
we will put you on Minister’s Preferred Mailing List 
for Specials, Presents, Advertising Favors, etc. You 


will be pleased. 
Or will trade in, or rebuild, your machine. Also 


Typewriters. 
Write Right Now for Illustrated Literature 


Pittsburgh Typewriter & Supply Co. 
Dept. K-10 336 Fourth Ave. Pittsburgh Pa. 
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Do You Want to 
Get Your Members 
Back Promptly? 


Our new and _ beautiful 
Post-Vacation Invitation 
will help you do this 


Send for Samples and Circular 


of our Post-Vacation and 


Rally Day Helps 


{Through the Golden Gates of Prayer, 
11 Te the Church and Sunday Shoal / | 


You will find the Saviour there ———————————————————————— 
ove low His Dened ele i] Goodenough & Woglom Co. 


Post Vacation Invitation No. 215 


Dept. 7, 296 Broadway, New York 


ALUMINUM or 

SILVER PLATE 

individual 
Glasses 


Yowest Prices. Send for Illustrated Catalog 


INDIVIDUAL 
Room ,324 TOL THOS Cree ee VICE CO. 


FINEST 
Workmansnip 


BRONZED COPPER 
CHURCH BULLETIN BOARDS 


also ART BRONZE TABLETS 
MEMORIAL and GIFT PLATES 
ILLUMINATED CROSSES 


WL. CLARK CO., Inc Manufacturers 
52__LAFAYETTE ST., NEW YORK Unrrf products 


SEPARATE LITERATURE OF EITHER ON REQUEST 


“Best All-Use Book 


®@ “ Devotional Hymns” writes one 
Pastor, °‘ean’t be praised too much.’? 
Another says, ‘‘Pleases the Young Peo- 
ple’. ExcellentforEvangelicaleffort; fits 
right into church program afterwards. 
Silk cloth, gold stamped per 100, $40.00, 
Bristol binding, $25.00. Prices not pre 
paid. Give church name and pastor in 
writing for returnable sample. 
HOPE PUBLISHING COMPANY 

5701-K West Lake St. Chicago, Illinois 


288 PAGES 


Reading and progress go hand in hand. 
Keep up your subscription. 


success of the faithful preachers of God through 
years. 

The loyalty of our fathers in their pioneer days, co 
pared to ours in these days of ease and convenien: 
stirs us to emulate their devotion and sacrifice. “I wo- 
rather be a doorkeeper in the house of the Lord than, 
dwell in the tents of wickedness in ease and plenty.” 


Spirit of the Years, place my purse in the chur 
symbolizing the fact that loyalty costs, and my glove + 
noting that the Church of God shall have my hand @ 
heart in loyal devotion. (Takes place on stage level 
right.) 

Spirit of the Years: (Takes articles.) “Be thou far 
ful unto death and I will give thee a crown of life.” 


Herald: (Blows trumpet.) With eager eye and radia 
face, Zeal comes. 

Zeal: Our loyalty, our service and our love must n 
be half hearted, nor given grudgingly. God asks that | 
we do be wholehearted and sincere. We cannot 
zealous for ourselves and our family alone. We must | 
out seeking the lost. It is our great privilege when fir 
we find our Saviour, go out and bring others to Him te! 
Revivals are born when zealous souls are anxious to fii 
and lead others unto the saving knowledge of Jes 
Christ. The great Commission sends us to the ends | 
the earth with the message of salvation. Spirit of ti 
Years, place this missionary paper in the church as: 
token of the zeal which the church must have to win 
men to her Lord and Saviour. (Takes place on star 
level at left.) 

Spirit of the Years: (Places article.) They that tur 
many to righteousness shall shine as the stars forew 
and forever. (Turns to audience and speaking distinct: 
and directly.) The church is more than a building 
stones and mortar. It is more than a body of men a: 
women, more than an organization of people of all ags 
and kinds, doing good deeds and having high moral a: 
ethical standards. The church is a Spirit. (Loudly 
What has the Spirit of the Church to say? 


Spirit of the Church: (A small child of good persoai 
ality, who has all the time been sitting quietly in ti 
little church speaks.) Let me out! Let me out! 


Spirit of the Years: (Opens doors of little church a: 
child steps out.) Come forth beautiful child of Ga 
Spirit of the Church and speak to our hearts. 


Spirit of the Church: I am the Spirit of YOU 
Church. I am what you make me. I represent the plas 
where there should always be found: Salvation for t: 
sinful; comfort for the sorrowing; help for the needh 
the finest fellowship; hospitality for the strange 
friendship for those who wish it; and service for ti 
Living Christ, with prayer and praise. (Lifts light: 
torch high.) May this light so shine before all m: 
that our Father may be exalted, and men may find the 
way to Him. 


Choir sings triumphantly: Lead on O King Etern:) 
No. 278, or Are Ye Able? No. 268, or Jesus Thy Boune 
less Love to Me, No. 222. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


Will buy black frock suit or (coat and vest 
size 40 if in good condition. State price. Wri> 
to M. Box 40, The Expositor. 


THE MINISTER’S ANNUAL, Vol. 10 


Orders are now being received for the 1938 volume. Following former practice the num- 
ber printed will be sufficient only to fill orders. To assure a copy for yourself, send in your 
order now. If your subscription has not expired it will be extended from date of expiration. 


Special Combination Rate for 


One-Year Subscription to The EXPOSITOR & HOMILETIC 


REVIEW and a copy of The MINISTER'S ANNUAL 


F.M. BARTON CO., 
Caxton Bldg., Cleveland, Ohio 


ORDER NOW 


ONLY 


$3.25 
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MENEELY 
BELL CO. Bible Poster Stamps 


a py TROY, NY. A new method of Bible Study, based on young people’s 

Z \\ AND interest in collecting stamps. 
py Foals 220BROADWAY, NY. Clit Sunday School Teachers find this new method stimulates 
i attendance and interest. Greatest educational pastime for 


NS 4 


—_ 


yy = ‘a 


i children as well as adults. 
96 beautiful Stamps, size 15%, x 21%4”. Bible Poster Stamp 
Album, size 6% x 9%4”, 16 pages and cover. Space for 
96 stamps. Bible verse on back of stamps agrees with verse 


‘4 in Album. Album and 24 st 35. Alb d 
MITE BOXES stamps, $.75, Seoul phate ek BA be Res ad 
For aa! ae Sapee Offer- Order from local Church Supply Houses or direct 
ings. Catalog free. Samples of various 
styles sent on receipt of 25 cents. 231 alos Sa ee Y 
Edwards Folding Box Co. | uyyyegeeenemeeemenrememeememmmmene 


Manufacturers of Folding 
Paper Boxes of All Kinds 


27 N. 6th St. 


PHILADELPHIA THE HALL ORGAN CO. 
PUBLIC SPEAKERS! ! WEST HAVEN, CONN. 


‘Let us prepare your sermons, speeches, lectures, articles, Each instrument individually designed 


essays, etc., at a most modest cost. and constructed by HALL craftsmen. 
Prompt, scholarly, individual and confidential. You 
get full and exclusive use of all material ordered. 
Circular FREE on request 


Continental Writers’ and Speakers’ Bureau 
210 Fifth Avenue., New York City Hundreds of New 


SPECIAL SERMONS—ADDRESSES 
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